
The work of Adventist World Aviation in Jamaica 
continues to make a difference—one flight, one family, 
and one community at a time. Over the past 10 months, 
our aircraft have been busy serving communities across 
Jamaica, with flights connecting Kingston, Tinson Pen, 
Negril, and Treasure Beach. These flights have allowed our 
team to reach some of the areas most affected by hardship 
and provide assistance where road transportation can be 
difficult, costly, or simply too slow.

Treasure Beach, one of the hardest-hit areas we serve, 
has felt the impact of these efforts especially. Through our 
mission flights, families have received food, clean water 
has been delivered, and essential support has reached 
people who desperately needed it. But the mission cannot 
continue without the airplane.

Now, We Need Your Help
Every year, our aircraft requires its annual inspection 

and maintenance to remain safe and operational. This 
year’s annual inspection is expected to cost approximately 
$4,000, and we are committed to using qualified local 
mechanics in Jamaica whenever possible. For a mission 
organization like AWA, this isn’t simply an aircraft 
maintenance bill. It is an investment in ministry.

When the airplane is flying, we can reach communities 
that are difficult to access. We can transport supplies. 
We can deliver water and food. We can support families. 
We can respond when emergencies happen. And we can 
continue using aviation as a bridge to bring practical 
help and the hope of Christ. When the airplane is on the 
ground, those opportunities stop.
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AWA Guyana Mission Project

The Lea Family

Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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Will You Help Keep This Mission Flying?
We are asking our AWA family and friends to help us 

raise $4,000 for this year’s annual inspection. Would you 
consider making a special gift today? Your donation can 
help put the aircraft back in the air and keep it serving the 
people of Jamaica.

$25 can help with maintenance.
$50 can help keep the mission moving.
$100 can help keep the aircraft flying.
$500 can make a significant contribution toward the 

annual inspection.
And a gift of any size makes a difference. Together, we 

can keep delivering food, water, assistance, and hope to 

families who need it most. The airplane is more than an 
aircraft. It is a tool for ministry.

Help us complete the annual inspection.
Help us return to the skies.
Help us keep flying for the people of Jamaica.

Give Today. Keep the Mission Flying.
Adventist World Aviation is committed to serving 

communities through humanitarian aviation and using 
every flight as an opportunity to demonstrate God’s love 
in practical ways. We need your help to keep flying.

Please Donate!


