
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.” 

� — Galatians 6:2

There is something quietly powerful about spring. 
The days grow longer, the earth seems more alive, and 
people find themselves more willing to step outside 
themselves and into each other’s lives. That has certainly 
been our experience here in Canada this past month.

It began with the privilege of attending a camp 
meeting. This gathering carries with it an energy that is 
difficult to describe but easy to feel. Being surrounded 
by people who share the same commitment to 
advancing the gospel is always a source of renewed 
strength and motivation. I had the opportunity to 
raise awareness about the mission being carried out in 
the North, sharing what God has been doing through 
this project and the needs that remain. It was a good 

reminder that the mission does not belong to any 
one person alone, it belongs to the whole body. Every 
conversation, every prayer, every ear that listened with 
genuine interest, each one of them makes a difference.

Back in Sioux Lookout, the work continued on the 
ground. We were blessed to partner in a food donation 
to the local Foodbank, a simple yet meaningful act of 
reaching out to families navigating difficult seasons. 
In a region where access and resources can be limited, 
knowing that a box of food may bring relief to a 
family’s table is more than enough reason to act.

But the moment that touched me most deeply this 
month happened when we came together as a group 
to help a friend in the community who had recently 
lost her mother. Grief has a way of letting things pile 
up, not just in the heart, but literally around the house. 
We showed up with hands ready to work and cleared 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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her yard, doing what needed to be done without much 
ceremony. It was a simple gesture. But in the simplicity 
of that afternoon, we reflected something of Jesus, the 
One who met people exactly where they were, in their 
most ordinary and most vulnerable moments.

This is the mission. Not only in the air or in the 
communities we visit by plane, but here, on the 
ground, in the everyday acts of love that remind 
people they are seen, valued, and not alone.

Thank you for continuing to make all of this 
possible through your prayers, your generosity, and 
your partnership.

Many Blessings, Fabricio Leite
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