
Ready to Lead
By Pastor Deyvid Batista, President, Adventist World Aviation (AWA)

When I was sent to Montego Bay, there was only one goal 
in mind. The goal was to train several pilots in our Cessna 206 
and prepare them to take over the operation of moving supplies 
and people throughout Jamaica. I didn't realize at the time that it 
would become so much more than that. I made lifelong friends 
and established excellent working relationships with several people 
across the country who helped us complete our mission.

With only seven days on the ground, the mission shifted from 
a steady marathon to a high-stakes sprint. Every hour of daylight 
became a precious commodity. We bypassed the usual formalities 
and dove straight into the cockpit, operating on a "wheels up at 
dawn" schedule that tested the endurance of both the pilots and the 
airframe. The intensity of that week forged a unique kind of bond. 
There was no time for second-guessing; the pilots had to master 
the Cessna 206's heavy-haul capabilities while navigating the tight 
approach into Treasure Beach under real-world pressure. We weren't 
just practicing—we were performing.

By mid-week, the exhaustion was eclipsed by a shared sense of 
urgency. We were delivering crates of food and water from Kingston 
and Montego Bay to Treasure Beach, turning every training sortie 

into a live relief mission. Seeing the pilots successfully manage a 
landing and takeoff at the challenging dirt strip of Treasure Beach 
under the blistering afternoon sun was the moment I knew they 
were ready. They didn't just learn the manual; they learned to respect 
the aircraft's limits in the rugged Jamaican terrain.

As the airliner I was on taxi'd out to the runway to depart 
Montego Bay, I looked out at our Cessna 206 one last time. A week is 
a heartbeat in the grand scheme of things, but when you're flying with 
purpose, it's enough time to change the landscape of an operation. 
I came to teach them to fly; I left knowing they were ready to lead.
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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