
“Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between 
Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus 
far the Lord has helped us.’” (1 Samuel 7:12, NIV)

At the end of each year, it is common for us to reflect 
on how things unfolded and how the Lord guided each of 
our steps with His immense love and care.

One of the things we remember with affection is the 
presence of friends in our lives, both those who have 
accompanied us for a long time and those who have joined 
us along the way.

Recently, we had the opportunity to live such a moment, 
expressing gratitude for God’s care over us. We made new 
friends and bore witness to our community that there 
is no greater joy than to serve the Lord and our fellow 
human beings.

At a special Christmas dinner, we had the opportunity 
to connect with people from diverse social backgrounds, 
including immigrants, members of the First Nations 
community, local residents, and more. In those moments 
of joyful fellowship, we were reminded of the very reason 
we strive so hard: people. Beloved and precious in God’s 
eyes, and so they must be in ours as well.

My desire is that the same missionary passion that 
burns in our hearts here at the AWA team may also burn 
in your heart, dear reader.

May every prayer lifted to heaven, every helping hand 
extended, every word of comfort born from a life with 
Christ, every dollar invested in service to others, be the 
reflection of that same passion for those who, in so many 
different ways, are in great need.

I am confident that the year ahead will be even more 
blessed, greater victories will be achieved, and more lives 
will be touched for the glory of God. Thank you for being 
part of this mission. May God bless you!

Fabrício Leite

Consider supporting our current goals for the Northern 
Ontario Project:

•$35,000 – Hangar Construction
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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