
“But if we hope for that we see not, then do we, 
with patience, wait for it.”

Romans 8:25

‘Twas the night before the postal strike,  

When all through the house,

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;

The mailbox was empty and waiting with care, 

In hopes that a donation soon would be there;

AWA Canada struggled through the postal strike. 
The monthly newsletters are written with the belief 
that you will be inspired. The mailbox is checked 
for donation envelopes with great faith. 

Sadly, when I opened the mailbox days before 
the strike, I had great expectations of donation 
envelopes, all in anticipation of the “holiday” spirit 
of giving. But I found the box empty. Yes, empty. 
Throughout the month-long strike, I waited to see an 
uptake in online giving on the flyawa.org website. 
Still, very little support came through in December.
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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Now that the strike is over, I pray the box will 
overflow with blessings in 2025 to meet our 
continued Canadian needs for the Northern 
Ontario Project and plane maintenance. 

As you know, the primary focus has always been 
a love of aviation and mission work. So, in the 
spirit of sharing, I want to let you in on current 
events in my life:

I am back in Kelowna, BC. I needed to come 
home for health reasons so that I could access the 
Canadian medical system. 

The Northern Ontario Cessna 206 is in a hangar 
in Dryden, Ontario. As the weather permits, we 
await the call to fly the plane into the northern 
region to continue providing supplies, distributing 
food, and sending in teams to maintain positive 
relationships with the Indigenous communities 
and their elders. AWA looks forward to 
working with Mansfield Edwards of the Ontario 
Conference and his hopes for how the Cessna 206 
will best serve Sioux Lookout.

Also, in the new year, the focus will be driving 
to the hangar in Oliver, BC, to continue the 
maintenance of the three planes hangared there. 
They were put on the back burner while we 
travelled and worked in the USA. These planes 
all need attention after sitting idle. The 172 
from Lillooet needs the engine gone over, an 
updated ELT installed, and the tail beacon and 
communication wires rewired. The 150 is waiting 
to be annualed. The yellow and blue 150 still needs 
extensive restoration, costing up to $20,000.

Our expectations have been set high as the 
planes are prepared for action, ready to fly in the 
Canadian skies, and deployed wherever needed.

God has a master plan, and I believe everything 
happens for a reason. 

SOUNDBITE 

How can you help the Northern Ontario 
Project with the maintenance of the planes?

Head to flyawa.org, click donate, select 
Canadian funds, and choose the Northern 
Ontario Project. OR where needed, follow the 
prompts. 

Or call 919-464-6805, and I will assist you. 
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