
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.” — 1 Peter 4:10

While on a personal break this past March, I visited a 
community in the Philippines with my son and his wife, 
and I realized something about myself: I serve 24/7.

 While on one of many evening walks, we ended up 
in a small community. As usual, new faces attract the 
younger kids first, and a young boy gravitated towards 
me. In perfect English, he asked, “What’s your name, 
and where are you from?”

 I answered and asked him his name, and then I did 
what I always do when I meet kids…share a hand bump 
ending in an all-fingers-out explosion. It’s a young-
person game, and I have found it is the first and best way 
to interact with kids when doing outreach work. 

He shyly ran off and must have told his friends about 
our interaction because suddenly, more boys and girls 
emerged out of the evening shadows, surrounding me, 

shyly waiting their turn. Everyone wanted to participate 
in the game. “Where are you from? What’s your name?” 
each child wanting to share in a fun fist bump. This went 
on for a good while, attracting more kids! 

It brought such joy to my heart. This small interaction, 
sharing joy, is the best way to overcome shyness and 
make new friends! It always ends in smiles and giggles.

 I hope the kids had fun with memories that will last 
longer than that evening!

The eventual goal is to have the parents come out and 
say hello, leading to further community interactions. 

This is my way of being a steward and serving 
positively, whether on a mission visit, with whom I’m 
with, or on personal time. I still serve.

****************************************

Northern Ontario Sioux Lookout

Recently, I looked up AdventistOntario.org* to see 
what was written on their website. 

I like to visit other SDA information sites to gain 
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The Lea Family

Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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insight into others’ writing.

“The Indigenous Ministry of the Ontario Conference 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is a ministry that 
works towards helping where we can, to make the lives 
of the Indigenous people better. We work towards justice 
for them, healing of their wounds and reconciliation. 

We have a growing relationship with the Indigenous 
people of Northwest Ontario in partnership with 
Adventist World Aviation. Our Cessna airplane serves 
to distribute non-perishable food and other needed 
supplies to the many reserves. 

Currently, we are working on a clean water project 
which will provide filtered water fountains to the clinic, 
school and community Centre in Sioux Lookout and 
other locations.”

We solicit your support for this needed ministry.

 I was impressed with what they wrote. I am grateful 
to partner with the Indigenous Ministries directed by 
Elder Mansfield Edwards of the Ontario Conference. 

Here’s to onward and upward as I travel throughout 
the provinces this summer, attending British Columbia 
and Alberta camp meetings in July.

 I plan on being a Steward, using my resources, 
talents, and time to serve God, support His work, and 
help others. 

If you care to stop by the AWA table, perhaps 
stand beside me, and share your time with me, I will 
be delighted to meet you and share in a hand bump 
“explosion”.

*AdventistOntario.org 
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