
“And then shall they see the Son of man coming 

in the clouds with great power and glory.” 

—Mark 13:26

Recently, Ray and I departed back to headquarters 
in Wilson, NC. We decided to drive our car and 
enjoy the week-long trip rather than fly. This allowed 
us to drive through many US states. Each day, we 
drove up to 14 hours, and the trip took us through 
Washington, Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, and finally 
North Carolina.

As evening set on the third day, somewhere 
in Nebraska, a large cumulonimbus cloud* was 
forming in front of us. I was fascinated with the 
enormity of it as I had never seen such a storm 
cloud from the ground before.

 I turned to Ray and said, “I’m sure glad we are 
driving and not flying through or around such a 
cloud.” 

Ray and I have had the experience of flying above 
the clouds. Having seen many types of clouds while 
flying, I know we would never enter or attempt to get 
too close, choosing instead to go far around them. 
The updrafts associated with a supercell cloud can 
reach up to 45 meters per second. They come with 
hurricane-type winds, creating turbulence inside 
the clouds, and the potential for damage to a plane is 
high. I am always in awe of how Ray can maneuver 
us around the more “active” clouds to avoid such 
storm conditions.

I have often daydreamed about laying on one! 
What would it feel like? Marshmallows, cotton 
balls, the softest bed ever! Would it smell like fresh 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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air after a rain? This creation of God from water 
vapors, forming into water droplets, is a miracle. I 
look forward to someday fulfilling that daydream 
and to the day we will be able to see Jesus return 
before our very eyes on a glorious, bright cloud.

“And God made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the firmament: and it 
was so.” Genesis 1:7

At AWA, we take great care when assessing 
whether to fly in all types of weather. As we continue 
to reach for the skies, flying medical patients and 
supplies where and when we can on each Project, 
please keep us uplifted in your prayers. Just like the 
clouds above, we are in God’s hands.

Here’s to blue skies ahead, 

Ray and Julie Young *Cumulonimbus clouds

“Cumulonimbus clouds are towering, anvil-
shaped clouds that can reach high into the 
atmosphere. They grow vertically to heights 
of nearly 40,000 feet. They are often dark and 
foreboding, with a flat, anvil-like top. These clouds 
develop from cumulus clouds that grow vertically 
due to strong updrafts.” Wikipedia
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