
We were honored to fly to Kitchenuhmaykoosib 
Inninuwug (KI aka Big Trout Lake) First Nation. 

We have so many people to thank; so many people 
came together to make this possible. We thank the Chief 
(Donny Morris), Council of KI (approved the project), 
and the community members who assisted with the 
distribution of the supplies. We thank Justin Bancroft, a 
Seventh-Day Adventist registered nurse who resides in KI 
with his family. Justin was the community organizer for 
this project. We thank Elder Denfield Borland, our pilot, 
who drove from Thunder Bay on Saturday night; got up 
early Sunday morning; drove to Dryden; flew to Sioux 
Lookout; helped to load the plane; flew to KI; offloaded 
the plane: flew to Sioux Lookout, then back to Dryden; 
and then drove back to Dryden on Sunday night.

We thank Sis Carmen Brown-Harper, who keeps the 
supplies at her home. We thank Pastor Ray Davis for his 

leadership. We thank Ray Young and the entire AWA team 
for their ministry. We thank the members of the Sioux 
Lookout SDA church group for their prayers, support, 
and the relationships we have built in this region. We 
thank prior coordinators, Ps. Garth Geddes and Nick 
Rhone. We thank Chief Bull, former Chief Gordon 
Beardy, and Matthew Hoppe, who were at the Wings for 
Humanity Launch. We thank the Ontario Conference 
executive. We thank the many donors and supporters of 
AWA. We thank all who donated the supplies. We thank 
Jordan Youngman, the mechanic from Northern Youth 
Programs (we are renting hangar space from them, 
and may rent their Caravan for a bigger payload). We 
thank our 15-year-old communications lead, Nathan 
Wetelainen, for editing the video. We thank everyone 
for their prayers. If I missed anyone, let them know we 
appreciate what they did to make this possible.
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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Today, AWA Wings For Humanity came to 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nations (Big Trout 
Lake) Ontario (population of about 2,000 people) to drop off 
food for families. Before the plane’s arrival, knowing they were 
only able to get a small plane, I looked at my wife and asked 
her to pray that God would multiply the food to have enough 
for every family in need. Upon the plane landing and loading 
the truck, they were hoping to make two trips, but due to the 
4-hour round trip, they were only able to make one trip. By 
God’s grace, there was still a full truckload. 

After unloading the truck, I stood looking at the load, 
thinking, “If God multiplied food to feed the 5,000, He could 

surely multiply this too.” Another 
volunteer and I started making 
food boxes for each family. A 
variety of food was brought, such 
as soup noodles, beans, spaghetti, 
peanut butter, and apple sauce. As 
we ran out of boxes, we thought we 
would return home for a break and 
collect more boxes. Upon arriving 
home, my wife told me someone 

had called and wanted to contribute to the food donation. I 
hurried to the phone and called the man back. 

“Hello, I saw in your Facebook post that you were doing a 
food donation, and I wanted to donate some food.” 

I told him, “Thank you, anything would help the families 
in the community.” I eagerly waited until the man showed up, 
wondering what he was bringing. To my surprise, he had an 
entire truckload FULL. There was bread, pineapple, watermelon, 
cauliflower, apples, protein bars, potatoes, meatballs, milk, and 

ice cream. We hurried the food in and started adding them to 
the boxes. The boxes were now filled with every food group. 

We were able to make boxes for the community and gave 
food to Meals on Wheels, which feeds the Elders who were 
able to come to the event. Once the time came to start handing 
out the food, an enormous crowd of people lined up outside 
the door. At the end of the event, there was one box left over. 
Every family got a box. The last box was brought to the nursing 
station to feed patients in the emergency room. It was amazing 
to witness God’s hand in this. 

God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and just 
like He fed the 5,000, He multiplied what we had to feed our 
community. Thank you for all of your donations.

God be praised!
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“God Multiplied Our Efforts”   powerful testimony by Justin Bancroft


