
“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new 

creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new.”

—2 Corinthians 5:17

Waiting on the Lord

It is with great sadness that our dear friend, mentor, 
pilot and aviation engineer, Eldon Bauer passed 
away on Friday, 
Remembrance Day, 
November 11, 2022. 
Many times, we 
shared photos of us 
working together. 
He was also a valued 
missionary for the 
SDA church while 
stationed in Africa.

Our lives here at AWA Canada will never be the 
same and we cherish each day we spent with him 
working together in Oliver and flying the local valley. 
Ironically the picture featured is of the last one I took 
of him and was the last flight Ray flew with him. He 
rests now, waiting on the Lord’s return.

“Maligayang pagbati”
Seasons greetings from the Philippines

Currently we are in the Philippines with the 
Hamombe family, and we have EXCITING NEWS. 
The plane is ready to fly, the fuel has arrived, the pilot 
is on standby!

Pumelela will be training with a local pilot to give 
him the 10 hours of training before he can take 
patients on medical flights to the main hospital in 
Puerto Princesa, a 30-minute flight versus the 1.5-
hour drive by ambulance. 

When we first arrived, everything was a bit worse 
for wear as upkeep was kept to a minimum during 
the last two years during Covid restrictions. During 
our three months, we spent time readying the plane, 
mowing the runway, cleaning the homes and property.

Ray had his work cut out for him, thankfully he has a 
knack for repairs on just about anything and we have a 
great team here to assist. Krian, an aviation mechanic 
from Davao joined us to assist in giving the plane its 
annual. Betchie, our project manager assistant and her 
husband Bill were a great help with cleaning, mowing 
the runway grass and daily chores.
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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The other focus was on the second house. It needed 
serious cleaning, repairs, new floor tiling, painting and 
the surrounding yard needed landscaping. Pumelela 
and Tali and Daniel worked long hours making it 
ready to move into.

A highlight of our stay was taking part in the 2022 
Search Seminar. Each evening the Hamombes picked 
up 20-25 kids and drove to the meetings in Aborlan 
and the Sagpangan SDA Church saw 10 individuals 
baptized. AWA gave them each a small gift and a 
hymnal to welcome them all into the church family.

You may wonder what I do when we’re at a project. 
Well, I’m the media person behind all the photos 
in the magazine and newsletters we write. I’m 
everywhere capturing the shots and staying behind 
the scenes, cleaning, cooking and mentoring the new 
missionaries.

When we leave the Hamombe family will continue 
on in the Philippines, with the goal of flying as many 
emergency patients as possible who need special 
care beyond the local hospital. Their work in the 

local community will hopefully strengthen the 
congregation.

“A picture is worth a thousand words” BUT Your 
donations are priceless. 

Looking forward to 2023,   Ray and Julie Young
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