
Unity of Faith

“The gospel creates a unity of faith with our Father, 

our Savior, and our fellow believers.”

—Ephesians 4:13

Do you remember in July when Ray and I flew 
the Cessna 206 to Oshawa and Sioux Lookout for 
a conference dedication for the plane?

On Saturday September 24, an emotional 
dedication was again given for the newly 
purchased Cessna 206. This second blessing with 
the community was a deep honor for AWA.

Present were special 
guests: Gordon 
Beardy, former Chief 
of Muskrat Dam Lake 
First Nations, Mental 
Wellness Team Project 
Coordinator, Windigo 
First Nations Council. 

Matthew Hoppe, Executive 
Director, Independent First 
Nations Alliance proxy for 
Chief Clifford Bull of Lac 
Seul First Nation and proxy 
for Chief Donny Morris 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (Big Trout 
Lake) First Nation. 

Ray was not able to be there in person as we were 
in Wilson, North Carolina, but during Sabbath 
School via zoom he had the opportunity to video 
present to the Sioux Lookout church community, 
Pastor Ray Davis, Elder Lloyd Douglas, Ontario 
conference President, Mansfield Edwards, and 
Ontario conference treasurer, Virene Meikle.

He shared about AWA it’s plane and the 
medical aviation flights and goals we have in the 
Philippines, Guyana, Nicaragua and Alaska, and 
how the plane can have an impact to help in many 
communities in the North.

New Pilot, Denfield Borlan and flight instructor 
Anita also gave a presentation on their desire to 
serve in this ministry.

All attendees appreciated the opportunity 
to share and listen to each presentation and a 
beautiful sermon was given by Elder Mansfield to 
close out the morning.

AWA/Wings for Humanity and the Ontario 
SDA Conference are in full support of the positive 
initiative to meet local needs. Based on direct 
communication from the tribal councils. The full 
scope of their needs will be discussed at the next 

chiefs’ meeting.

We wish all involved a positive outcome in 
implementing the new vision for the plane in the 
AWA Northern Ontario project. 

Remember, this is our Savior’s directive and not 
our own.

God be with you,  

Ray and Julie Young
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