
Chatting With You...

“Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 

with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 

answer every man.”

—Colossians 4:6

Ray and I love to chat, promoting AWA and sharing the 
many stories of flying and each mission project.

In June, we left Kelowna to fly the Cessna 206 across 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and 
Ontario for a dedication of the plane in Oshawa Ontario. 
Then into the Northwestern Ontario region of Sioux 
Lookout. The long flight took us over prairie fields, green 
wetlands, lots of trees and water. 

We landed at many small airports along the way and 
the plane drew attention with its AWA logo on the tail 
declaring who we are, which led to questions about what 
we do and where we’re going. 

Due to bad weather on our flight path to Winnipeg we 

landed in Brandon MB. We met a young woman at the 
FBO (fix base operator) where she works in management. 
She shared that she and her husband have always had 
an interest in humanitarian work and that her husband 
is a pilot. We shared our contact info and an Airways 
magazine. We hadn’t been in the air for more than an hour 
when she emailed her resume to Ray and sincerely wants 
to be involved in humanitarian work in Northern Ontario. 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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Next landing was in Geraldton, Ontario. where we again 
shared our love of mission work, and we were given a nice 
complimentary dinner by the hotel manager of the Crown 
and Anchor whose daughter is also a missionary nurse.

Landing in Oshawa, Ontario we met with conference 
leaders for the laying on of hands for the plane. President, 
Mansfield Edwards, Executive Secretary, Jakov Bibulovic 
and Treasurer, Virene Meikle. 

We want to thank Pastor Mansfield Edward and his 
wife Sharon for opening their lovely home and being so 
hospitable to us after we were not able to find a reasonably 
priced hotel under $600.00 and letting us chat with them 
about their vision for AWA in Sioux Lookout.

In Chapleau Ontario. We had to land due to extreme 30-
40 mile per hour wind gusts. There we met Hal, the airport 
manager. He went out of his way to find metal rebar in the 
maintenance shop and pounded it into the ground to help tie 
down the Cessna 206 and another couple’s plane who were 
also caught in the strong winds. Because there was no taxi 
service in town, he kindly offered to drive us into town to get a 
hotel. The next morning, he came and picked us up on his way 
back to the airport for his shift. Such wonderful and helpful 
people cross our path everywhere we go. There are still a lot 
of good people out there who always give us a helping hand.

Landing in Sioux Lookout, we met with Lloyd and Lisa 
Douglas, their family and Pastor Ray Davis. While there we 
talked about a plan for the humanitarian use of the plane 
and had the opportunity to meet with a potential pilot in 
the local area.

God is doing great things through AWA this year. I wish 
we could share it all but that would take all day. God is 
good to his faithful servants. 

We are so thankful to meet many helpful individuals on 
this journey.

Thanks for letting us “chat it up”, 

Ray and Julie Young

Go to flyawa.org to read more stories and find the 
current Airways magazine. If you feel inspired, we 

are thankful for your donations to Northern Ontario, 
Where needed, or ourselves the Youngs. More team 
members and contributors are needed. As the saying 
goes; “many hands make for light work.” God bless!
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