
Can You Hear Me Now?
AWA Canada has purchased a 1975 Cessna 206 for the Sioux Lookout, 

Ontario project. This aircraft can carry more and go faster than the floatplane. 
Floats are nice to have with all the water we fly over but they come with a cost. 
When the project was started it looked like the best choice but over the years 
there has been less and less of a need. This aircraft is much the same as the one 
that flew in Guyana for years. It is a wonderful fit to most of our projects. 

Just before we acquired the plane there were some electrical issues and the 
seller kindly discounted the price to reflect this. So, one of the first tasks to do 
was to check the radios.  Putting on our headsets we checked to see if we were 
receiving audio. We took turns saying the words “testing, testing 1,2,3, Can 
you hear me now?” Oddly Ray could hear me in his headset, but I was unable 
to hear him in my headset. After making sure all the headset cables and audio 
switches were ok, we thought the problem may be a few loose wires in the 
dash. Turning off the master power switch so no current was going through 
the wires, the dash was unscrewed and opened to see exactly what the problem 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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was. At first sight Ray noticed that there was a tangle of 
wires, “a rat’s nest “is what I would call it. There were 
too many existing wires that had been left in the dash 
as useless weight and we needed to test each one with 
a current tester to solve the issue. So began the days of 
frustrating tasks of tracing each labeled or unlabeled 
wires and ground wires. 

Turning the master power back on, we again put on 
our headsets. We were still not getting full audio. The 
process of meticulously tracing wires left him scratching 
his head. I handed tools as needed and watched him 
twist into uncomfortable positions patiently fixing old 
wires. Things were not going smoothly, and we lacked 
a particular tool to remove tiny wiring pins. One is not 
always close to a hardware store or has all the tools 
needed and many times we had to think outside the 
box, “what would I do if I was in the jungle?” After 
trying many creative options Ray found what looked 
like a needle connected to a grease fitting. He carefully 
sanded the side of it off and tried it. Praise God! It 
worked, and worked amazingly well. Three days later 
the correct tool that we ordered came in the mail. After 
trying the professional tool Ray went back to his home-
made tool because it worked so much better. After many 
long days of patiently tracing each wire he re-pinned, 
soldered, relabeled, and replaced the wires into a neat 
bundle and put it back behind the dash. Once again, we 
were connected through our headsets and able to hear 
each other. This may sound like an easy job but believe 
me it was not. It’s so wonderful that our Maker gives us 
the ability to come up with creative ideas and solutions. 

Being able to hear the tower giving directions and 
talking to each other while flying is extremely important 
to a pilot. We too need to have a good connection. 
Following the directions of that small still voice is also 

important. In my prayers I like to speak the words; 
“testing, testing, 1,2,3, can you hear me now”? And 
He does. Our beautiful Maker hears your every thought, 
and your name is on His lips every day.

We love you, ours, and God’s supporters and you 
are in our prayers every day.

Those things, which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do and the God of 
peace shall be with you. Philippians 4:9

Have you ever been interested in sharing your talents 
and gifts by becoming a volunteer or a missionary? I 
encourage you to apply online at flyawa.org.

Praise be,

Ray and Julie Young
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