
The Pew
For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them.
—Matthew 18:20, ESV

As young people, both Ray and I sat in our comfy 
padded pews in church watching in wonder the 
presentations of  “Mission Spotlight’’ with stories of 
missionaries in far away places.

Now, years later we no longer just sit in the pews, 
but we are creating our own stories as  missionaries.

While on our visit to the AWA mission base in La 
Tronquera, Nicaragua, we invited three lay pastors to 
join us as we delivered two cases of bibles to a new 
church. The church was built largely from donations 
and the help of AWA personnel. It is located in the 

Miskito community of  Bull Camp, near Waspan, 
about one hour drive from the base. 

We sat on the new handcrafted pews. They were 
power-sawed rough, without padding, wooden pews. 
We met with the church community and listened to 
their needs to complete the church. Some of their needs 
are; window shutters, nails, hinges and finishings for 
the roof. The lay pastors poured their hearts out for 
the Love of Jesus and the importance of filling future 
pews in churches in other small communities. AWA 
will try to meet what needs we can with the funds that 
are available. While we have built several churches 
and have many small flocks, it’s now time to sponsor a 
pastor so God’s sheep have a shepherd. 

When you are able to attend church in person 
once again, and sit on a padded pew watching the 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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current Mission Spotlight, I encourage you to ask 
yourself, “Can I stand up for Jesus - can I ask Him 
to be my mentor and go out into the mission field? 
Can I partner with the Lord to help those who are 
already in the mission field?”

Let your fire for the Lord glow brightly on your 
behalf through those in the mission field currently 
serving. Pray for them and share monthly support 
so they can continue to help those in need.

Ray and I, as AWA Canada Global Operations, 
have been blessed in many ways. Many doors have 
opened so that we could travel during Covid19. 
“Thank you” to our donors from the Canadian west 
coast in cities like Terrace, BC, to the east coast in 
Cupid, NL, and all the small towns and cities in 
between. 

We encourage you to continue in  

prayer and support for:

•	 AWA Canadian Project Sioux Lookout

•	 AWA Nicaraguan Project:

•	 Financial support to continue building 
churches so that more pews can be filled. 

•	 Support of a Pastor in the local Nicaragua 
region. It only takes $6,000 per year to 
sponsor one pastor. At least 10 are needed. 

•	 Financial support for the ongoing repairs of 
the faithful Helix truck in order to continue 
medical and spiritual outreach.

•	 Support for hydro-electric so the base can 
become self supporting

•	 Continued medical flights in Nicaragua 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.

—Matthew 28:20, ASV

As always …. “the best is yet to come.” 

Ray and Julie Young
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