
By the Grace of God Go I 
But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his 
grace which was bestowed upon me was not in 

vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: 
yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

—1 Corinthians 15:10

Ray and I are currently at the AWA base in La 
Tronquera, Nicaragua, as Project managers.

We brought with us; the Fix family, Josh, and Yosiday, 
and their two sons, Caleb and Isaac. This is their pre-
deployment visit to the country they will be serving. 

We have so much to share with you, our loyal donors, 
about the ongoing work here in the community; I’m not 
sure where to begin!

We had a blessed first Sabbath with the SDA church 
in Santa Rosita. The Fix family was welcomed as part 
of the family right away, and even asked to sing special 
music.

Most days our goal is about getting the plane up and 
running. After an annual inspection by Josh and Ray, we 
are happy to report, the plane is fit for flying. All that is 
preventing this important part of the medical outreach 
program is for a local inspector to come to the base to 
clear the plane for flight in the country. We will then be 
“officially” able to fly again.

One of the first items of business was setting up a 
protocol for medical transports. Yosi, being Spanish 
and English speaking, receives calls from the local 
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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nurse along with signed paperwork, confirming the 
medical need for a transport to the closest hospital 
in Waspam.

Within the first week of being here we had 2 
medical calls. Maria, the Miskito community nurse, 
at the clinic was requesting transport for a young 
boy who fell out of a window and broke his arm. The 
next day we received a call stating that there was a 
bigger need! A lady in her 60’s had severe dysentery, 
a critical condition that can turn serious very quickly. 
Ray and I drove to the clinic to pick her and a family 
member up to head to Waspam (30-40 minutes away 
by gravel road). I am happy to say she came home 
after a few days of treatment.

These transports are important to the community, 
presenting a link to health care and to AWA. We are 
here solely to share our care and concern for the 
physical and spiritual needs of the people living in 
this remote region.  

Another form of outreach that arose was a 
transport for food to the community. 

A generous North American donor supports the 
community with rice, flour, oil, supplemental iron 
and powdered milk.

When a community member called and explained 
that they had no way to get the purchased items back 
to the local storehouse from town this month, Ray 
agreed to help. He and I drove into town to pick up 
the heavy load and transport it on the faithful Helix 
truck. 

NEEDS: Our workhorse truck is starting to show 
wear and tear. We pray and hope with ongoing repairs 
it will last a little longer. Along with the plane, it is a 
needed asset to continue the medical and spiritual 
outreach program.

PRAYERS: Well, as they say in essay writing, 
“How does this all tie together?” By sharing with you, 
a snippet of our work here and the greater needs, our 
prayer is that together we will continue the Lord’s 
work as long as possible. 

We thank you, dear donors! It is with your 
ongoing support that this important AWA project in 
Nicaragua continues.

As always …. “the best is yet to come.” 

Ray and Julie Young
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