
Oh, How I Love Jesus! 
•	 Biblically​: in a way that accords with or relates to the Bible.

•	 Spiritually​: the quality of being concerned with the human 
spirit or soul as opposed to material or physical things.

•	 Fatherly​: relating to, resembling, or characteristic of a 
father, especially in being protective.*

When I seek out the library of material available to teach 
me about Jesus, I can abundantly fill my thoughts and heart. 
Every day I dedicate a portion of my time for worship and for 
prayer, and for the fulfillment I receive from reading my Bible. 
Only then do I feel confident in my faith to go out and share my 
overflow of the love of Jesus with others.

We at AWA seek to share the love of Jesus with all those we 
meet as missionaries and pilots. I am proud to say that the heart of 
AWA is the people who choose to serve in whatever way they are 

able. Some of us fly airplanes, some are skilled at maintaining 
them, some take care of all the details in the background so 
those in the field can stay focused on their duties. Some are 
great prayer warriors and some have been blessed with extra 
means and wish to store up their treasure in heaven. We are all 
part of the same team serving Jesus.

We need to constantly maintain our beliefs, while our hearts 
stay rooted and grounded in our love of Jesus; holding fast to 
that which we have received from God’s Word. All aspects of 
our mission work must reflect Jesus. 

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length 
and depth and height—to know the love of Christ which 
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God.” Ephesians 3:17-19
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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Praise for His blessings in 2020:
•	 The floatplane arriving in Ontario for the 

Sioux Lookout project

•	 Many safe hours of flight and travel time

•	 Wonderful prayer warriors and donors 
supporting the mission work

Prayer Requests for 2021:
•	 A hangar in Sioux Lookout, Ontario

•	 Full time mission pilot and project manager 
for Sioux Lookout

•	 The need for housing in Sioux Lookout

•	 Administrative Assistant for the Canadian 
office (work from home position)

On a personal note: Valentine’s Day, being the 
month of love, is special to us. Ray and I were married 
on February 14th in 1981, making this year our 40th 
wedding anniversary. Our shared love of Jesus and 
our love of flying together keeps us going.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts,

Ray and Julie Young

* Merriam-Webster Dictionary
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“Beloved, I pray that you 
may prosper in all things 
and be in health, just as 

your soul prospers.”

—3 John 2


