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AWA Guyana Mission Project

The Lea Family

Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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What do you want for Christmas 
Is the question often asked 

And I imagine some great gift 
As given in the past 

Yet nothing that I think of 
Satisfies my earthly needs 
All of these material things 

Amount to only greed
This Christmas I’m not asking
For the gifts under the tree

I’ve been given all the “Great Gifts 
And those have all been “free” 
He gave me life; He gave His life 

To all the world around 
That I could live and laugh and share 

While I am heaven bound 
He gave the gift of sun and moon 

And rain and falling snow 
He gave His Word and promises 

Tied in a bright rainbow 
So many gifts He gave to me 

I’ll not ask for anymore 
I’m satisfied this Christmas 

Just to thank my dear Savior. 

—Poem by Ruby Huether

Free Gifts

And when you tell me that the wise men 
offered their gifts and bowed low,  
make certain that you invite me to  

“fear God and give glory to Him,  
for the hour of His judgment has come; 

and worship Him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and springs of water”  

(Rev. 14:7).



We at Adventist World Aviation Canada want 
to thank you for your blessings, hope and faithful 
prayers given for all our projects this past year of 
2020. We wish you, guided by our Heavenly Father 
a blessed season, shared with family and friends. 

From the bottom of our hearts -
Thank you from the staff at Adventist World Aviation,

Ray and Julie Young
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“In all things I have shown you that by working hard 
in this way we must help the weak and remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said,  
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

—Acts 20:35


