
for  the  friends  of  Adventist  world  AviAtion

(Continued on page 2)

n e w s l e t t e r vol. 16  no. 1winter 2010

Q

Over 2,000 Emergency Evacuations

Since 1995



Winter 20102    flight log

is published by Adventist World Aviation 
and sent free of charge to interested subscrib-
ers. Send all inquiries or change of address 
notices to: 

Adventist World Aviation 
P. O. Box 251, Berrien Springs, MI 49103

Phone:  (269) 473-0135 
Fax:  (269) 471-4049 

E-mail: info@flyawa.org 
Website: www.flyawa.org

FR
O

M
 T

H
E 

PR
ES

ID
EN

T

Mission Statement: 
Adventist World Aviation exists to provide 

aviation and communications support to those 
serving the physical, mental, and spiritual 
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IMPACT

“Why do you do What you do?” tim Card 
intently queried.

there was a substantial pause while i 
considered the magnitude of the question.

“tim, you are a Christian.” 
he nodded in the affirmative.
“Jesus advised us that just as leaves ap-

pearing on the trees indicate summer is near, 
so we should watch for the signs indicating 
his coming – and i think we could agree that 
they are all around us.”

he nodded again.
“Jesus also said that he had sheep in other 

folds.”
the nodding continued.
“in Matthew 24:14 Jesus revealed that 

when the Gospel of the Kingdom was 
preached as a witness to every people group, 
then the end would come.”

he leaned slightly forward intensely fol-
lowing the line of reasoning.

“According to the U. s. Center for world 
Mission there are 2.75 billion people on 
planet earth who don’t know Christ walked 
this earth, died and was raised again so they 
could be with him forever. of these it is es-
timated that 800 million – equivalent to the 
entire population of the western hemisphere 
– live separated by geographic barriers mis-
sion aviation can help overcome…That is 
why I do what I do!”

“wow!” was his response. tim later told 
me that chills ran up and down his spine 
as the enormity and worthiness of AwA’s 
divinely appointed purpose sank in. 

It is all about advancing God’s Kingdom 
- airplanes are only tools to accomplish 
that!

since that october 2009 morning in 
spokane, washington tim has helped to 
clarify AwA’s message, and quantify AwA’s 
impact. God has used this small organiza-
tion to deliver life-changing news to many. 
since AwA’s founding in 1995 consider the 
following:
Q 68 ethnic nations impacted
Q over 2 million pounds of missionary 

materials, food and supplies delivered
Q over 2,000 emergency medical evacu-

ations conducted
Q over 8 million missionary seat miles 

flown
Q over 5,000 young people involved in 

mission outreach through AwA
Q More than 35 epidemics stopped in their 

deadly tracks

Q 23 churches and schools planted or built 
because AwA was there

Q over 43,000 people touched
in the early years before AwA had air-

planes, AwA volunteers assisted with avia-
tion projects in tanzania, Zaire and south 
sudan. the Peru Project was positioned 
for launching by AwA then handed off to 
volunteers in lincoln, nebraska. Projects 
in Alaska, Guyana and the Philippines were 
followed by educational/recruiting programs 
in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and tennessee.

each of the 43,000 people touched has 
a story. take for example, the Amerindian 
young woman above. the photo was taken 
on the return trip to Baramita; a Carib-
speaking village whose cannibal ances-
tors preyed on Arawaks. she experienced 
complications in labor and was flown to 
Georgetown where the baby was delivered. 

(Continued on page 14)
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by Greg VanFossen

Service? Neighbor?

(Continued on page 14)

VanFossen Monthly Support $4,829 

Missionaries
-in-Training

Greg, Chrystal, 
Brandon, and Serena 

VanFossen 

guyana PROJECT

VanFossen Launching Goal $101,645

50%10% 90%70%30%

$3,051 Still Needed 

$63,878 Still Needed 

uring eaCh of my tWo visits to guyana, 
i observed many in the interior who 

had little in the way of material possessions.  
even the “poor” in the U.s. have much more 
than they.  in a previous article i explored the 
criteria Jesus used to define what a neighbor 
is in the story of the Good samaritan.  it has 
become clear to me that need, not proxim-
ity, defines our neighbor. service defines 
what it means to be a neighbor to the one in 
need.  what i possess is for me to manage 
in a way that will encourage others toward 
a relationship with Jesus Christ.  the devil’s 
trap is for me to use my God-given time in 
managing possessions for personal gratifi-
cation.  the parable of “the rich Man and 
lazarus” comes to mind.  A careful study of 
this parable brings a certain amount of self-
condemnation because the message becomes 
clear as to my own lack of sensitivity to the 
needs of those around me.  

let’s take a look at “the rich Man and 
lazarus”.  this parable is a bit controversial 
because some use it to define what happens 
to a person at death.  if this story is not about 
what happens in death, what is it about?  in 
the book Desire of Ages we are given some 
insightful perspectives.  Jesus is described 
as philosophically meeting the Pharisees and 
sadducees on their own ground.  these two 
groups are characterized, even in scripture, 
as being at odds with regard to what happens 
to an individual after death.  here Jesus tells 
about a wealthy man living life on earth 
with all his desires and needs met while 
at the gate of his home is a man suffering 
from great want.  the rich Man walks by 
lazarus daily to go about his business with 
an obvious indifference to the poor man’s 
condition.  in those days, an individual in 
lazarus’ condition was considered to be re-
ceiving judgment from God as a result of his 
or her own actions and therefore deserved 
the situation.  

Jesus’ statements and behavior do not sup-
port this attitude.  lazarus is the one who re-
alizes his need of God and has put himself in 

a location where 
one of  God’s 
stewards should 
have helped him 
but didn’t.  Be-
cause of the rich 
Man’s  apathy 
toward lazarus’ 
neediness on this 
earth, the experi-
ence of the rich 
Man after death 
in the new earth 
will be switched with that of lazarus.  so 
the moral of the story is: don’t be the rich 
Man.  

while this may not seem difficult on the 
surface, consider that being wealthy is not 
a matter of quantity of material items but 
rather that of resources one has relative to 
the needs of others.  

i would suggest that i, as a Christian, do 
not own anything but have the privileges of 
being a brother to the son who has promised 
to share his throne with me.  My problem 
can be a strong affinity to things, losing the 
desire for Christ on the throne of my heart.  
toward the end of this chapter, ellen white 
describes those in society who tend to be the 
rich Man.  these are people who are not bad 
relative to others in their community.  they 
are upstanding citizens. however, they are 
more focused on making their own lives 
comfortable than helping others. ouch!  

the revelation 6:16 mention of the 
“wrath of the lamb” has created a bit of 
wonder in my mind.  it seems a little odd 
that warriors and princes and other power-
ful men would be afraid of an angry sheep, 
let alone a lamb.  what is the deal with this 
anyway?  Again, in Desire of Ages (p. 825) 
the author describes a situation that would 
incure our own wrath.  

if one of my 
children were 
out alone some-
where and suf-
fered a severe 
injury and a 
number of peo-
ple knowingly 

passed by without offering assistance, i 
would be exceedingly angry with them.  
My anger would be especially kindled if my 
child died as a result of the lack of attention.  
This is the wrath of the lamb. This is the con-
demnation of the rich Man.  it is important 
that i not get caught up in trying to support 
a hedonistic lifestyle to the exclusion of 
my true responsibility.  if i can just get past 
focusing on myself, this can be a much more 
exciting experience.  how better to combat 
these tendencies than to use what i have to 
further God’s work in his world?  what can 
be more satisfying than to give of what God 
has blessed me with? it’s called re-gifting.

. . . being wealthy 
is not a matter of 

quantity of material 
items but rather that 
of resources one has 
relative to the needs 

of others.
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PhiliPPinesPalawan Adventist Mission and
Contributors: Ed Brennan, Don Starlin

W

Merilyn Brennan with the 
Women’s Ministry Choir 
which sang during the 
inauguration. 

e Walked into the Puerto PrinCesa 
Coliseum. People were there from 

all over the Philippines. some traveled from 
as far away as indonesia. i would guess that 
there were over 2000 people gathered for 
the worship service. At the request of the 
church leaders, all of the churches in Puerto 
Princesa were closed that sabbath day to 
encourage everyone to attend. so why did 
everyone come to Puerto Princesa to worship 
on this particular sabbath? it was a celebra-
tion of the growth of the church in Palawan.

the afternoon included reports from all 
the supporting ministries working in Pala-
wan. AwA was first up, and i was allowed 
twenty minutes to present our work here. i 

touched on all the places AwA 
served and the different people 
we worked with. following me 
was Adventist frontier Missions, 
Philippine Adventist Medi-
cal Aviation services, Gospel 
outreach, Philippine frontier 
Missions, and Adopt a Minister. 
we have been involved in one 
way or another with all of these 
groups except the last.

After the reports it was time 
for the commitment ceremony. 
Pastor roque, President of the 
north Philippine Union Mission, 
invited denominational workers 
and supporting ministries alike 

to rededicate themselves to God’s work 
here in Palawan. it was truly a touching mo-
ment, standing among some very dedicated 
gospel workers. i do not count myself as 
worthy to be here, but am excited to stand 
among them, working for God’s glory.
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Mission Airbase Development $350,000

50%10% 90%70%30%

$102,958 Still Needed 

PHILIPPINES PROJECT

*$750 monthly provides air and communication service to  mis-
sionaries working in one of 30 people groups. 

Monthly People Group Sponsorship* $22,500

50%10% 90%70%30%

$22,438 Still Needed 

Brennan Monthly Support $4,790 

Ed, Merilyn, and 
Felicia Brennan

PHILIPPINES PROJECT

50%10% 90%70%30%

$1,097 Still Needed

he aWa PhiliPPines team attended a   
seminar on Muslims, the Qur’an and 

the Bible which was taught by people who 
grew up among Muslims and who have 
formed deep relationships with them. God is 
preparing his sheep of all folds for the Great 
shepherd’s return. he is currently moving 
behind the scenes building relationships 
among all his people.

the first issue western Christians must 
come to grips with is that not all Muslims 
are radical terrorists any more than extreme 
elements in northern ireland typify all 
Christians. satan uses the evil element to 
discredit God’s people and plan.

the second important concept to bear in 
mind is that truth is truth no matter where 
it is found. it is fascinating to dig into 
Adventist history and rediscover that our 

forefathers in Protestant Christianity had a 
clear understanding of islam’s role in proph-
ecy. the itinerant Methodist minister Josiah 
litch applied the “day for a year” principle 
to revelation chapter nine which led to an 
accurate prediction of the capitulation of the 
ottoman empire on August 11, 1840. 

the conspicuous fulfillment of this 
prophecy greatly increased the credibility of 
Baptist william Miller’s message regarding 
Christ’s return. Miller’s misunderstanding of 
the event that was to take place on october 
22, 1844 sent God’s people back to their 
Bibles leading to the discovery of Christ’s 
ministry in the heavenly sanctuary and the 
seventh-day sabbath.

should God place on your heart a desire 
to learn more, the following references are 
a sampling from the Qur’an* around which 
to begin understanding truths we hold in 
common with our Muslim friends.

Muslims are familiar with the great con-
troversy. Sura 20.117, 20.120-121

the Qur’an teaches the truth of the sab-

bath. Sura 2:65 
there is a relationship 

between sinai, worship, the sabbath, and 
covenant relationship. Sura 4.154

the Qur’an teaches Jesus was sent from 
God and filled with the holy spirit. Sura 
2.87

the Qur’an refers to Jesus as the word 
and the Messiah. Sura 3.45

the Qur’an conceptualizes Jesus as a 
son of man – a title Christ himself used. 
Sura 3.59

the Qur’an teaches that Jesus was given 
the Gospel. Sura 57.27

the Qur’an teaches about the last day and 
righteous living. Sura 2.62, 2.177

Christians who visit a Mosque are im-
pressed by the reverence for God. we would 
do well to take note. 

AwA is dedicated to serving all God’s 
people as he opens the doors.

* the holy Qur’an, translated by M.h. 
shakir and published by tahrike tarsile 
Qur’an, inc., in 1983. it may be found on 
the internet.

T

Building Bridges
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GuyanaWet Frogs and Stewards
by Jud Wickwire

Afriend of ours here in guyana Was 
recently asked by someone back in the 
states, “how much rain do you get during 
the rainy season?”  our friend’s response 
was simply, “All of it”.  what they call the 
Christmas rains have definitely started; we 
haven’t seen the sun to speak of in four days, 
a very unusual occurrence. remarkably we 

have also not had an emergency call in the 
same number of days so have not had to 
venture out into the stratus.  we do enjoy the 
rainy season; temperatures slip a few degrees 
cooler, but the humidity hovers between 95 
and 100% . Clothes refuse to dry and when 
we run a piece of paper through the printer 
we handle it like freshly washed bills that 
we might find in the washing machine.  on 
the wildlife side, the frogs multiply and jump 
wetly onto our skin at the most surprising 
moments and just today a duck actually 
sought refuge in our shower.

on the operational side we have not 
been as busy as we sometimes are, but that 
indicates fewer medical emergencies, for 
which we are thankful.  it has been good, 
as we have needed to spend a significant 

amount of time performing maintenance on 
the airplanes.  the fact is that aircraft require 
regular and sometimes major maintenance 
so we shouldn’t be too surprised when we 
find ourselves grounded while we wait for 
parts or additional assistance.  operating in 
Guyana has some particularly challenging 
logistics; the need for even a small part can 
keep an airplane on the ground, so we then 
have to balance the time and cost variables 
to get replacements. the more we spend, 
the faster we can get a part; however, that 
depletes the amount that we have available 
for fuel and other maintenance-related 
items.  we also try to plan ahead and inven-
tory spares that we are likely to need in 
the foreseeable future. then we can take 
advantage of transportation that may already 

be in place.
today the Cessna 182 

is parked beside the dis-
abled Cessna 206 at the 
Mabaruma airstrip.  we 
unexpectedly had to pull 
the engine from the 206 
after we discovered metal 
contamination in the oil 
filter. thanks to Jeff sut-
ton at GMi, that engine 
is now back in Michigan 
for overhaul.  truth is we 
aren’t sure exactly how it 
is going to be paid for, and 

Christmas rains drench the Mabaruma airport.

above: A young 
passenger enjoys 
his stuffed toy—a 
gift given to children 
traveling alone. Right:  
“A tent with wings”, 
the makeshift hangar 
keeps the hot sun and 
rain off the mechanics 
and plane.
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GUYANA  PROJECT

Jud,  Karen, 
Jacob, and 

Zachary 
Wickwire

50%10% 90%70%30%

Wickwire Monthly Goal $4,900 Canadian

u.S. contributors use enclosed envelope. Canadian 
contributors use Canadian address on page 2.

Goal Reached This Quarter - Thank You!  

it appears that we are going to need a new propeller at the same 
time.   in today’s financial environment, funding operations can be 
more challenging than ever. however, what we have discovered is 
that God provides as the needs become apparent.  for our part we 
try to be the best stewards of those funds that we are blessed with, 
particularly with the generosity of suppliers and service providers; 
we stretch the fuel and maintenance dollars as far as possible.

removing the engine from the 206 in the field, while time con-
suming, was not terribly difficult. through a previous donation of 
a large outfitters’ tent, we were able to set up a protective work 
area over the entire front of the airplane.  it was still a bit hot, but 
at least we were protected from the direct sun and the rains as 
we opened up the engine components.  it took about three days, 
but by the time we removed all of the cylinders and accessories 
such as the starter, the weight was fairly minimal and four men 
lifted it and carried it right off the front of the airplane.  now 
we continue the daily operations with the Cessna 182 and pray 
that we will be uninterrupted while we await the return of the 
206 engine and hopefully a new propeller.

on a personal note, our family had a bout with dengue fever 
in november.   i suppose we need to be thankful that over the 
last two years we have not had any major afflictions.  i think 
the dengue made up for it. it is basically a bad flu that lasts 
for about 10 days. Unfortunately 
there is little you can do but wait it 
out.  As for prevention, it is passed 
by a mosquito that bites during the 
daytime so it is more difficult to 
avoid than the evening mosquitoes 

that transmit malaria. we suspect that we were bitten when we went 
to a nearby creek to swim. 

now back to full strength, we are forging ahead with the project 
needs and looking forward to what God will prepare the way for.

Left: Jud Wickwire, Bradley Miller (student 
missionary), and Bill LaBore load the engine. 
above: The Cessna 206 waits for its engine 
partially inside the tent/hangar. above right: The 
engine in the Pathfinder Cessna 182 ready for 
delivery.

Left: Danielle Schneider works on the Cessna 206 while she visits the 
Wickwires.  Below: Men from the village help to remove the engine from its 
mount and place it in the artic cat outside the makeshift hangar.
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Guyana

W
by Bill and Laura LaBore

A God Who Provides 

hen i returned from flying today, 
for some reason i was CrAvinG an 

apple!  i even mentioned the hunger to Bill 
while i was tucking the kids in for bed.  the 
last time either of us had an apple was when 
we were home for furlough last spring.  so, 
this was a bad time to want an apple because 
there were none to be had.  imported apples 
are available in Guyana, but they are quite 
expensive and often mealy or soft.  

 After i finished putting the kids to bed, 
i remembered a black plastic bag that one 
of my passengers had given me earlier in 
the day in gratitude for the flight.  i hadn’t 
opened it yet so i decided to see what was in 
it.  i went to the kitchen where i had left the 
bag when i got home, opened it, and, lo and 
behold, it was full of fruit!!!  on the top were 
three little Gala apples!!!! wow! it’s no 
small coincidence that Gala apples happen 

to be my favorites!  
our God, who likes 
to be involved in the 
little things of life, as 
well as the big, knew 
that i’d be craving an 
apple right then and got 
it all ready for me!  the 
interesting thing is that people 
rarely even say “thank you” for 
flights, much less give any tokens of 
appreciation!  that was just a very cool thing 
that happened for me today.

Bill had an amazing thing happen to him a 
couple of weeks ago.  since July, two things 
have been weighing heavy on his mind.  
renewal of our team’s work permits (they 
expire on december 9th), and getting the 
government approval to construct a hangar 
at the Mabaruma airstrip.  with regard to 

our work permits, some of you might recall 
the tremendous challenge we had getting 
our first work permits two years ago when 
we began operating.  it took almost a year 
and a half!  so, in early october, Bill felt 
impressed to go in and talk with the deputy 
regional executive officer, nigel fisher, 
in Mabaruma, to discuss the two concerns.  
nigel suggested setting up a meeting with 
the Minister of foreign Affairs, Carolyn 
rodrigues, to see if she could assist us. A 
few weeks later, after the wickwires got 
back from furlough, Bill and Jud were sit-
ting in the Minister’s office. with a few 
phone calls, she was able to help us with the 
work permits and also help me get things in 
process to receive my permanent nursing 
license, another item we have been working 
on for over a year!  Approval on the hangar 
will be forthcoming, we believe. Bill and 
Jud walked out with praises on their lips.

we are now in the holiday season and it’s 
a bit sad to be away from family, snow and 
all the things we associate with the holidays.  
however, we feel so richly blessed that we 
are able to daily see God at work here in 
Guyana. we are thankful too for all of the 
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GUYANA  PROJECT

Bill, Laura, Danielle, 
and Micah LaBore

LaBore Monthly 
Goal $3,625

Goal Reached This Quarter - Thank You! 
50%10% 90%70%30%

*$250 monthly provides air and communication service to Bible 
workers in one of the unreached jungle villages. 

Monthly Sponsorship-10 Villages* Goal $2,500

50%10% 90%70%30%

$1,612 Still Needed

friends, family and good memories he has 
given us over the years.

this year, we spent thanksgiving in 
Georgetown with several missionary fami-
lies from different organizations. we all 
pitched in to make traditional thanksgiv-
ing meals and had a wonderful time!  After 
lunch we played volleyball together before 
dessert.  God has blessed us with some great 
friends here.

our family spent Christmas in Mabaru-
ma.  that is where we were last year as well. 
it was quiet, but really nice.  we got together 

with other missionaries and volunteers and 
roasted marshmallows, had Christmas lunch 
together, made Christmas cookies and just 
had a nice time.

Although we miss things from home, God 
has blessed us abundantly with the richness 
that life has to offer here. Besides, how many 
people get to decorate a Christmas tree with 
sweat rolling down their cheeks while wear-
ing shorts and a t-shirt?  

we want to say thank you to all of you 
who keep our work here in Guyana in your 
prayers and for supporting us financially.  
without you, none of this would be possible.  
May the lord bless you greatly during this 
holiday season.
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O
by Eric Engen
AWA-PAGround School: Impacting Teenagers  for Mission Aviation

above: Mo Pelley with 
a map of the routes 
he often flew in Africa. 
He holds in his hands 
his pilot licenses from 
Malawi, Rhodesia, 
Congo, Canada, and 
the United States. 
Left: AWA-PA students 
listen to the mission 
experiences of Mo 
Pelley.

n the first monday evening of seCond 
semester, in a cozy classroom on the 

Blue Mountain Academy campus, three stu-
dents met for the first formal ground school 
session since Adventist world Aviation took 
over the flight training program in 2007. ru-
dolph (Mo) Pelley, who recently retired from 
the Pennsylvania Conference as treasurer, is 
the ground school teacher.

Mo is quite a story teller. rather than jump 
into a discussion of the four forces of flight, 
he brought slides (you know, those things 
kind of like a mechanical Power Point!) 
of the trans-Atlantic flight that he and Bob 
seamont flew in the 1970’s to deliver a 
Cessna 206 to the Congo Union. dale til-
lay accompanied them in a Cessna 182 that 
was also being delivered to Africa. Mo told 
how they left Boston’s logan international 
Airport as a formation flight of two, flew 
to saint Johns, newfoundland, then across 
the Atlantic to the Azores. Midway to the 
Azores, they encountered engine trouble. 
Unable to maintain altitude, the airplane 
began descending at 500 fpm from 9,000 
feet Msl. they radioed new York Center of 
their position, readied the life raft, cracked 
open the door, and prepared to ditch in the 
Atlantic ocean. when the engine began 
responding again at 3,000 feet Msl, they 

rejoiced that God had heard and answered 
their prayers. they continued to the Canary 
islands, where they thoroughly inspected 
the engine and could find nothing wrong. so 
they pressed on across continental African 
rain forests and finally to their mission desti-
nation in the Congo. All this without a GPs!

Mo worked in Africa for nine years, serv-
ing as a mission pilot for the Congo Union 
Conference, the Malamulo Mission and 
hospital in Malawi and the trans-African 
division where he helped manage a fleet of 
seven mission airplanes. he flew into large 
cities as well as back-country gravel strips. 
the type of flying he did included medical 
evacuations, transportation 
of conference personnel and 
delivery of freight to mission-
aries in remote areas.

the ground school students 
saw the twinkle in his eye as 
he told of a flying doctor mis-
sion to a remote airstrip. there 
was no windsock at this grass 
strip, but someone had prear-
ranged to light a fire in a burn 
barrel by the runway when 
the airplane approached, and 
the smoke would provide the 
needed wind indication. well, 

the fire quickly spread from the burn barrel 
to the grass of the runway! to make matters 
worse, one of the passengers was airsick, and 
was actively filling sick sacks as they flew 
around waiting for the fire to be put out!

with that backdrop, the discussion even-
tually got around to lift, weight, thrust and 
drag, and to Mr. Bernoulli’s principles. the 
class serves to prepare the young people for 
the fAA Knowledge test, but it also serves 
to inspire them to see the blessings and joys 
of working for the remote and forgotten 
people groups of the world.

Please continue to pray for the flight 
program at AwA-PA.



Winter 2010    11flight log

W
AWA-TNMid-Break Milestonesby Sam Miller

above: Elise Taylor’s 
first solo flight.

Right: Haliegh 
VanAllen, April Cook, 
David Hernandez, Ben 
Kruger (kneeling), Elise 
Taylor, Heidi Beierle, 
A.J. McGee, and 
Brandon Lamphier.

e’re midWay through this aCademiC 
year and things are progressing, 

maybe not quite as quickly as we’d like, but 
they are moving. we have had some firsts, 
did some of our own maintenance, made a 
few improvements to our airplane and have 
accrued more hours so far this academic year 
than all of last year.

it’s amazing how fast a week can go, a 
month, an academic quarter and a semester. 
with five students all vying for time in the 
air, it seems the airplane (and instructor) are 

busier than ever. in december elise taylor 
and Brandon lamphier passed the first 
milestone in their training by both soloing 
on december 7th. A.J. McGee took and 
passed his knowledge test, leaving only the 
practical test between him and his private 
license. April Cook and heidi Beierle are 
getting close to soloing also as we continue 
our bi-weekly flights. we are also looking 
forward to teaching our second group of 
seven in the ground school class held on 
sunday mornings.

we are finding that sched-
uling is more of a chal-
lenge here at an academy 
than other flight training 
environments. Between 
mission trips, field trips, 
classes and home leaves, 
our flight schedule must be 
very flexible. fortunately 
the weather has been coop-
erative and maintenance has 
been simple, rarely causing 
the cancellation of training. 
now that winter is upon us, i 

anticipate that stronger winds, cold and snow 
will cause our flight opportunities to dimin-
ish. we are planning to take advantage of this 
downtime though. it will allow us to focus 
on the ground training and making physical 
improvements to our airplane and program. 
Currently we are looking at improving our 
audio panel, adding an oil filter modification 
kit and changing out a tire. we also have 
some scheduled maintenance coming during 
the next couple of months which will occur 
during breaks. 

the mid-year break is a great time to 
reflect on the training thus far, make neces-
sary changes and refocus our efforts towards 
our goals. i’m proud of each student and the 
progress that they have made so far this year. 
we are focused now towards the end of the 
year and are working to set a good pace that 
will carry us through. we are thankful for all 
the support we receive in the implementation 
of this course here at heritage Academy. 
without the prayers and encouragement, 
we definitely would not have the successes 
that we enjoy.
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AWA  KoDiAK  AiRPLANE  #1  GoAL    $1,125,000

50%33% 83.5%67%16.5%

NCCF Matching Grant-$375,000 AWA Donors-$375,000 + $375,000 Due on Delivery

$142,953 Still Needed$1,057,047 Raised

ince the devastating earthquake in haiti 
on January 12, 2010, AwA has received a 

number of inquiries regarding assistance. need 
is not in question. there are remote communities 
where aid remains largely nonexistent. AwA has 
a Cessna 182 equipped for unimproved surfaces 
and a potential willing volunteer pilot. Part of 
the equation still missing is the need for a quali-
fied operations officer who could coordinate air, 
ground and maintenance activities. Another very 
practical logistics problem is fuel availability – 
an issue driving AwA’s Kodiak campaign.

one of the four Kodiak aircraft AwA is work-
ing toward is intended for short-term mission 
group support and disaster relief. with this in 
mind, we applaud ministries such as MAf and 
samaritan’s Purse and their financial partners 
who have made the dream a reality for God’s 
honor and glory. even now, those airplanes are 
at work in haiti relieving the suffering of God’s 
children. Pray with us that God will grant AwA 
similar success.

S

MAF organized an evacuation of one patient with a spinal 
injury. They put her on a Samaritan’s Purse Kodiak and 

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) delivering supplies in 
Haiti.

Mark Wuerrffel, a JAARS pilot, flew her to 
Port au Prince. This kind of inter-ministry 
partnership is an honor to God.
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Bristol Bay Mission School
F
by Jim Kincaid

aLaSKa  PROJECT

$55,823 Still Needed 
Dillingham Hangar and Land $100,000

50%10% 90%70%30%

Still Has an Impact

orty years after the mission sChool at aleknagik Closed the 
impact of that institution lives on.  fred davis, from the village 

of selawik, attended that school as a teenager in the 1960s.  he 
was subsequently baptized. fred has experienced a recent 
spiritual renewal and victories over some addictions in 
his life. he decided to give a public witness to God 
and his village community by his re-baptism on the 
first sabbath of the new year.  

the baptismal font, not unlike a coffin, is lined 
with tarps to contain the water. Pastor Jim Kin-
caid administered the rite of baptism. fred is 
pictured with warren downs, who with his wife 
and three young daughters, have been missionar-
ies in selawik for the last four years. fred holds in 

his hand a book from 
the five-volume 
Conflict of the 

A g e s  s e r i e s 
which he received as 
a baptismal gift.

Jim Kincaid is the AwA project manager 
for Alaska and operates northwestern Avia-
tion services, inc., an air charter business that 
supports missions in Alaska. 

Warren Downs and Fred Davis

Jim Kincaid 
baptizes Fred 
Davis. The Baptismal Tank
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the Kingdom! 

by Roger Millist

68 Ethnic Nations/
Tribes Impacted

More Than 
2 Million 
Pounds of  
Supplies 
Delivered

Building 

       Over 35  
    Epidemics 
Stopped

she likely would have died without inter-
vention. the return transportation is just 
as critical – especially for women alone in 
a strange city with no one to protect them.

the trip home would include a wait for 
the 30-hour ferry ride where one sleeps 
on the dirty floor or in a hammock among 
the drunks. oh yes - it runs only twice per 
month to Port Kaituma. she would have 
waited again for a lonG brutal truck ride 
inland to Matthew’s ridge. then it’s either 
a 12-hour walk or a 6-hour truck ride to 
her village...if the road is passable! in all, 
it could take up to a month for her to get 
from Georgetown to Baramita. with no 
money, friends or family to care for her, the 
journey is a frightful and dangerous one. 
By contrast, it took just over an hour to fly 
from Georgetown to her village!

what impact did aviation ministry 
make? servicing her village yielded an 

Continued from page 2
(cover story)

Thank you for your



Winter 2010    15flight log

the Kingdom! Building support of God’s Mission!

Over 43,000 People Reached

Over 
5,000 
Youth 
Involved

Over 8 
Million 
Missionary 
Seat Miles
Flown

invitation for Adventist church planters 
to work there - the largest Amerindian 
community in Guyana, and without an 
evangelical Christian presence!

Peter, always the practical man of ac-
tion wrote: Who is going to harm you 
if you are eager to do good? But even 
if you should suffer for what is right, 
you are blessed. ‘Do not fear what they 
fear; do not be frightened.’ 
But in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. 1 Peter 
3:13-15 NIV

fine advice to live by: 
let’s do good, and be ready 
to give an answer for our 
hope!
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Adventist world Aviation
Po Box 251
Berrien springs Mi  49103-0251

Change ServiCe requeSted

nonProfit orGAniZAtion
U.s. PostAGe PAid

Berrien sPrinGs, Mi
PerMit no. 10

23 Churches and Schools Built

SEE What God iS doinG!

Philippines: The British Columbia Conference youth Department helped rebuild 
the school at Sagpangan, cleared the runway of brush and trees, and ran a 
Vacation Bible School which laid the foundation for a church plant two years 
later. 

Peru

Sagpangan, Palawan, Philippines


