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PATIENCE ISAVIRTUE...

illandl areim-
B patient people.
Like most Americans,
we are used to instant
gratification and
achieving goals not
long after we have set
them. My experience
as a missionary has
been typically short-
term/ volunteer work
where one signs up,
paysfor aplaneticket
and goes. However,
AWA's Project Air-
power is a long-term
frontier missionary
project. A tremendous
amount of preparation
must take place before
welaunch.
Everything has to
be planned and
implemented from
scratch including
construction of our
base, missionary housing and volunteer re-
cruitment. Bill and | are looking for 100
committed prayer supporters. We need fi-
nancial supporters to launch us and keep
usthere. We are preparing ourselvesto live
in another country for an extended period
of time. Thereis no AWA staff waiting for
usto comeand “help them out.” We arethe
staff, sustained solely by the prayers and
financial support of the Body of Christ in
North America and we need your involve-
ment to make it succeed.

by Laura LaBore

Bill, Laura, and Danielle LaBore.

Almost invariably when Bill and | speak
at churches, we are asked, “When will you
be leaving?’. Occasionaly, there is a hint
of disappointment in their responsewhenwe
explain that our anticipated launch date is
approximately 12 months from now. In the
scope of waiting, it seems like a long
time...but in the view of ALL that needsto
be done wefedl thistimeframeis minimal.

Sometimes this can be overwhelming so
we have divided the project into smaller time
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goas. Thefirst stepis
to build a Volunteer
Center in George-
town, Guyana. Next,
using the Volunteer
Center asour base, we
will begin establish-
ing our flight program
asweplanfor thecon-
struction of our mis-
sionary housinginthe
interior. Once the
housing is built, we
will relocatetothein-
terior tolive and con-
duct our operations.
The Volunteer Center
will continue to be
used as aplace to ac-
commodate and train
volunteers before
reaching their destina-
tion in the interior. It
will also be used as
temporary housing for
visiting pastors and
church leaders.

We believe God is preparing usto be ef-
fectivein frontier missions. Though the chal-
lenges we face often seem daunting, what a
blessing it is to experience God first-hand
as Hereachesthe unreached through human
agents.

Will you join Him as His agent by
partnering with usto fulfill His mission?
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AWA Missionaries

Bill & Laura LaBore Interviewed on

Loma Linda Broadcasting Network!

n December, Bill and Laura were inter-

viewed by L eigh Aveling, Producer and

Program Host, during LLBN’s Faith at
Work broadcast. LLBN has agreed to air
AWA features from time to time. We are
thankful for their rolein fulfilling the gospel
commission. Asof January 4, LL BN isavail-
able throughout North, Central, and South
America via digital satellite twenty-four
hours aday!

LL BN isanonprofit community service
organization founded in 1997 committed to
broadcasting programs on health, happiness,
wholeness, and the Word of God. LLBN's
programming includes church and vesper
services, guest interviews, family counsel-
ing, community events, concerts, medical
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and dental health features, spiritual inspira
tion, children’sprogramsand more. The sta-
tion providesawholesome alternativeto the
mainstream television industry.

The network is operated by volunteers
and supported by viewer donations. It isthe
vision of LLBN to share the good news of
God'slove and healing ministry with every
household throughout the land via the gift
of technology given to serve mankind. For
moreinformation you may call 1-866-L L BN
TV 1 Monday through Friday from 8:00 am.
to 5:00 p.m. local time or log onto their
website: www.l1bn.tv.

The Digital Satellite Dish coordinates
areasfollows:

AMC4
Transponder: 16N
Frequency: 12,020
Polarity: Horizontal
Symbol Rate: 02034
FE.C. 2/3

)

Left to right:

Ganim Hanna, President and CEO
Carolyn Thompson, Program Producer
and Outreach Coordinator

Bill and Laura LaBore, and Leah
Aveling, Producer and Program Host.
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blisters for bato

by Clifton Brooks

weat ran down my face and dripped

off my chin as| swiped at it with my

wet hanky. The blisters on my heels
had popped and now | wasreally starting to
feel them. | wastired and ready for another
break. My relentless guide wasn’t even
breathing hard.

Cameron and | were on thetrail to Bato.
| needed to locateits exact position with my
Global Positioning System (GPS), observe
the lay of the land, and determine the needs
of the missionaries serving there.

How nice it was to be out of the city’s
pollution and back in the lush, verdant hills
wheretheonly litter discarded isbananaleaf
“plates’ and rice hulls. Crystal-clear spring
water rushes down the mountainsides and
through thevalleys. What achangefromthe
filthy, dow-moving riversthat flow into Ma-
nilaBay!

While thanking God for the beauty, |
prayed for strength and endurance. “ Thetrail
to Batoisn't really that hard, I’ m just out of
shape,” | thought. “1 need to do this more
often.”

Bato lies just northeast of Manila's sub-
urbs— only 55 miles (asthecrow flies) from
PFM’s (Philippines Frontier Mission’s)
home base, but it takes a full day to reach.
You first climb aboard a jeepney to

Balibago—about half an hour. Then the bus
to Manilatakesabout an hour. Thetrainride
through Manila is about half an hour. The
second bus|eaves northern Manilaand goes
toAngat in Bulacan province—about atwo-
hour ride. The last jeepney takes one to the
end of the road—nearly an hour. Finally
comes the hiking | am so fond of—three
hours average.

PHILIPPINES PROJECT
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Clifton and Cynthia Brooks
Brooks Launching Expenses $65,560

Complete - Thank You!

10% 30% 50% 70%

$700 Still Needed

Brooks Monthly Support $3,959

90%

Missionaries

Andy Klein
Klein Launching Expenses $31,761

$22,298 Still Needed
10% 50% 0%

I $1,975 Still Needed

Klein Monthly Support $2,620

30% 90%

Airplane/Operating

Aircraft/Equipment Launching Budget $283,766

$96,384 Still Needed

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%

Monthly People Group Sponsorship* $22,500

| $21,750 Still Needed

10% 30% 50% 0% 90%

* $750 per month per villagewill provideair and communications servicesto frontier missionariesin one of 30 unreached people groupsin the Philippines.
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Dumagat
baby

Dumagat
Mother and
her children

We left the house at 5:30 am. hanging
onto the back of a jeepney in the rain for
much of our ride to Balibago. Throughout
the day between rides, we waited here and
we stood around there. The last jeepney that
would take usto the end of the road was not
yet loaded when we arrived. We waited an
hour or so for enough people to show up to
satisfy thedriver. Thejeep wasso full of bag-
gage and peoplethat we could not havefallen
out if wewanted to. Finally, we reached the
end of the road where our feet set the pace
for the rest of the trip.

Cameron has worked with the Dumagat
people group of Bato for five years. He has
made thetrip in and out innumerable times.
“Onetime,” Cameronsaid, “l wasin Manila
getting some supplies. It wasaFriday morn-
ing. Therewas heavy rain dueto atyphoon.
| felt | needed to return to Bato because the
new convertswould be waiting for Sabbath
services with no one to lead out. | decided



to climb the trail despite the typhoon and
heavy rain. | found my horsewaiting for me
near thetrailhead. | put the suppliesin plas-
tic bags and secured them so that they would
not get wet. Then | saddled my horse and
loaded him with the supplies.

“ After three hours of wind and rain we
came to the river only to find it flooded. |
put my pack on the horse and held the lead
rope in my hand. ‘If the current is very
strong, at least | will have the rope to hold
onto,” | thought and started across.

“Suddenly alog came down the river at
meand | let go of therope. Theriver’'sstrong
current pushed me downstream towards a
whirlpoal. | know how to swim, but | knew |
couldn’t float fully clothed.

“Thewhirlpool began to suck me down
and | felt | was nearing death. | prayed,
‘Lord, I'mwilling to die, but for the sake
of the Dumagats and thiswork, if youwill,
SAVE ME!

“1 swallowed alot of water, but suddenly
| stopped moving. My jacket caught on some
roots and | climbed up the bank until |
reached a safe place.

“With tears of joy | praised God, thank-
ing Him for saving my life. | remembered
Isaiah 43:2 which says, ‘When thou pass
through the waters, | will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee...””

Some of the missionaries make the trek
once aweek or more and yet they chooseto
livein theseisolated areas without the com-
forts of our modern world — just to share
the news of salvation with another soul.

There are seven hillson thetrail to Bato.
By the third one | was aready beginning to
guestion what | was doing there. | wiped at

the sweat again with my rag and gasped for
air. Just then, Cameron started singing, “ On
A Hill Far Away...” The words echoed in
my mind... “Stood an old rugged cross...”
The anthem seemed to swell inside me asif
ahundred angel swere singing with Cameron
to answer my question about being there.
Each blister is aresult of the burden for
the Gospel message that must go to the en-
tire world, throughout isolated mountains
and across flooded rivers. God's mission
through AWA is to provide air transporta-
tion and communication infrastructure for
missionaries like Cameron. Our help expe-
ditesthe work and eases those blisters.
Even without the plane, we are already
doing this. Jeff and Evelyn Green and their
family volunteered six monthsin the Philip-
pines. Jeff procured and set up seven HF
(long-range) radios in various mission sta-
tions, forming asmall communications net-
work for the missionaries. Although only a
token number of the many radios needed by
missionaries here, we praise God for this
missionary lifeline. For the first time, they

The Dumagats

Clif with the
Dumagats

have contact with the outside world.

With our airplane, we could deliver goods
and supplies to Cameron and many other
missionariesthroughout the Philippines, re-
ducing the need to hike in and out of their
projects so often. The radio communication
network, along with the service of the air-
craft, will alow the missionariesto remain
intheir villagesfor agreater period of time,
increasing their effectivenessas God's mes-
sengers. It will also open up opportunities
to placefrontier missionariesamong people
groups currently inaccessible without air
support.

Thisisastrategic opportunity. Of the 160
or so people groupsidentified in the Philip-
pines, only about 60 have aBible believing
church established. Of these, approximately
30 have SDA representation. Roughly 100
people groups remain unreached. Pray for
us as we seek financial backers to deliver
the aircraft and then support its ministry in
the Philippines.

We reached the village of Bato that
evening, crossing the same stream that

Cameron amost drowned in. The sun was
just slipping behind the mountains. It was
theend of avery full and tiring day of travel.

Thenext morning | was privileged to see
the church building where the thirty or more
new Dumagat believers meet. What amonu-
ment to the dedication of the frontier mis-
sionaries. “That's what it's all about,” |
thought. And then it was time to hike back
out again. ...



by Andy Klien

Challenges Along
the Way

began flight training at Upper Colum-
I] biaAcademy and finished my private pi-
lot license at WallaWalla College. Hav-
ing received lecturesfrom agood cross sec-
tion of pilotsintheindustry in“Introto Avia-
tion” class, | wanted to know about a career
inMissionary Aviation. Theresponsewasn’t
encouraging. The need for air and commu-
nications support for frontier work however
is tremendous and it will take the concen-
trated effortsof all of usto accomplish. This
includesyou, your friends, family and even
acquaintances attracted because of your
infectousinterest!

I met AWA in 1996 at the ASI conven-
tionin Albuquerque, New Mexico. My con-
versation with Don restarted theinterest and
madeit seem, goodness sakes, even possible!
In 1998 | became an Airframe and
Powerplant student in Berrien Springs,
Michigan. Classes started at 7:00 am. and
went to 4:00 p.m. After school we AWA can-
didateswould hike over to the FBO and work
on an airplane for a couple of hours, or till
midnight depending on the job and the ur-
gency of thework. Project Airpower required
alot of midnight oil to meet the Oshkosh
deadline.

The big challenge was doing all this,
maintaining the
grades and paying
the bills. It is a bit
daunting: you visit
the financial aid of-
fice to explore your
options and they
hand you a list of
banks to visit. Kind
of like being thrown
to the lions. | deter-
mined not to go
deeper in debt and
God came through.
When | thought
therewasnoway | could makeit financially
acheck would arrive—just enough to make
ends meet. My family’s support waskey and
God'sdirecting supreme.

Itisnow four yearssincel began thisjour-
ney with AWA. I'm working on the Philip-
pinesProject Cessna182. Alongtheway I’ ve
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worked on the twin Navion, the Project
Airpower Cessna 182, and theAlaskaCessna
182 besidesthe outside work that hel ped pay
the bills. Preparing an old airplane for work
in demanding environments takes time. We
never thought it would take so long but
progress is made only as fast as funds be-
comeavailabletodothejobs. Isit too long?
Giventhevariety of work doneand thework-
ing conditions, not really | suppose, but we
al wishit could happen faster! Sowhat does
al this take? Heaping loads of patience,
mountains of stick toittiveness, and the en-
couragement of good friends. Believe me,
just ask Don, Clif, Marcio, Laura or their
significant others!

Right now we need to finish preparations
and ddliver theaircraft to the Philippinesalong
with the necessary funding to shelter and
maintain it there. We also need your prayers
that God will guide and protect not only us,
but also those we will be working with. We
need your interest, support and encourage-
ment because you are our family. We often
pray that God will bless us so we can be a
blessing. Thisis my prayer for you today.

A

Pathfinder working on the AirPower plane.
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by Marcio Costa

A Difficult
Mystery

hy does God attract people who
- don’t know Himto accomplish His
work? There are examples in the
Bible we don’t understand. Why did God
choose Judah instead of Joseph to carry the
messianic lineage? Thisand other questions
are hard to analyze from our human perspec-
tive. Only faith helpsusto fully accept God's
ways of doing things.
| would like to illustrate the above with
a story that happened to me in the mission
field.

Beforeentering thejungle, | needed agood
meal, a shower, and a place to rest and buy
some things for the trip. A pastor from the
local church suggested alady from his con-
gregation who waswell regarded. I'll call her
Susan. | felt welcomein her house. Therewas
Christian music, Christian literature and she
was glad to host amissionary in her home.

Asl wasexhausted fromtravelling, | de-
cided to rest that afternoon. The next day |
planned to collect information and prepare
myself to enter the jungle.

A lot of people showed up at her house
that evening: friends, relatives and neigh-
bors. Susan told me about her sister and
brother in law. (Let's call them Lisa and
Tom). They werenot Christiansand had been
involved in drugs.

| was surprised when Tom volunteered
to take the day off to drive me around. He
knew alot of people and we spent a very
productive day together. | gathered al the
information |1 needed and bought the sup-
pliesfor thejourney. Hetalked about things
that went wrong in hislife, plansfor the fu-
ture and other personal issues. He admitted
he wasn’t satisfied with hislife.

Early the next day | left for the deep
jungle.

(Continued on next page)

ALASKA PROJECT

AWA Alaska Aircraft N8287Q $150,000

$16,663 Still Needed

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%

AWA Alaska Aircraft N2019G $45,000

P 529,749 Still Needed

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%




Tendayslater | returned and again stayed at Susan’s house. When
| expressed aneed to collect some aviation information Lisa(Tom’s
wife) volunteered to drive me around. Like her husband, Lisashared
her situation, problems, dreams and things that went wrong in her
life. Shetoo expressed adesire to change.

Before leaving, | invited Tom, Lisa, Susan and her mother to
joinmein prayer. For along time | kept Susan and her relativesin
my prayers.

A year later | was back in the field and heard the news that Tom
and Lisawere baptized! They |eft their old habits and started anew
life. Lisahad even started along distance Theology course.

| was saddened to learn that Susan had an affair with amarried
man and was pregnant. I’m not sure how she is doing in her walk
with the Lord.

Again, | don’'t understand how God sometimes attracts people
who don’t know Him and then accomplishes Hiswork through them
but, “Because | know that You can do everything, and no purpose of
Yours can be withheld from You.” (Job 42:2), | have the faith to
trust that Hisway is perfect and always better than mine. ==

YOU MAY SEND CONTRIBUTIONS

ELECTRONICALLY

AWA now accepts donations via Mastercard,
Visa and automatic checking withdrawl. Call or
E-mail your information including:

Name, Address, Phone number

Mastercard or Visa Number

Expiration date

If using your checking account, please provide:

Bank routing number, Account number

Rest assured that your information will remain
confidential.

Around the World
In 60 seconds

Alaska: Project manager Jim Kincaid reportsthat work is pro-
gressing on the Cessna 206 (N8287Q) with test flights to take
place soon. Itemsonthe“todo” list include exhaust system, spin-
ner, radio installation and painting. Given the working environ-
ment, paint will have to wait until spring however. “Things are
looking up!” Jim writes.

Wrangell/Petersburg pastor/pilot L onnie Wibberding iswork-
ing on hisinstrument rating. AWA's 182A had its 1958 panel up-
graded recently for standard IFR ops. The plane has proved a
tremendous asset to the ministry in southeast Alaska.

lowa/Missouri Pathfinders are preparing to conduct Vacation
Bible Schoal in the native villages of Togiak and Bethel this sum-
mer. They are collecting stuffed animals and other supplies to
take with them. Anyone wishing to donate items or contribute to
the cost of shipping VBS supplies may contact AWA for further
information.

Guyana: A special advisory committeeformed by the Guayana
Conference gave approval to proceed with the conceptual plans
submitted for AWA's proposed volunteer center. Working draw-
ings and structural engineering arein process.

The Wings for Humanity Volunteer center will not only
serve as aviation ministry headquarters, but also facilitate as a
missionary training base. Guyana is unique in that it is the only
English speaking country in South America where a major seg-
ment of the population practices Hinduism. Muslims, Bhudists
and animists are well represented making Guyana an excellent
missionary training environment.

Philippines. Good newsfrom the Philippines! Clifton Brooks
called in to report that two weeks of full-time work paid off - he
finally got atemporary pilot license! The experience wasthe stuff
novelsare made of. Endless beaucracy — photos, lines, signatures,
forms, stamps, security clearances, X-rays, EKG, EEG, fees and
more fees.

Difficulties and temporary nature notwithstanding, theimpor-
tant thing isthat heisback in the air and quite happy about it. He
flew aCessna 150 to Clark Air Base and a couple of dayslater to
the northern end of Luzon learning the terrain, weather and air
traffic control system. Once he meets the flight requirements for
time logged in country he will apply for a permanent license.

Please keep the Brooksfamily inyour prayers. Cyndi’sgrandma
Parker died thelast week of January. Clif and Cyndi arevery close
to their grandparents so thisis aterribly difficult time for them.
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LETTER

THE
GREATEST
CHALLENGE

“What does AWA really need?’ is a
guestion posed to me from time to time.

There is a common challenge experi-
enced by every missionary organization.
The greatest need isfor qualified, commit-
ted, spirit-led workers. This is not a new
problem. Jesus asked us to pray for them
on at |least two occasions some two thou-
sand years ago.

“The harvest is plentiful, but the work-
ers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workersinto hishar-
vest field.” Matt 9:37,38; Luke 10:2. Then,
just to make sure we understand what we

FROM THE

PRESIDENT

aregetting oursalvesinto, L ukerecordswhat,
for many, is both a command and a grizzly
epitaph, “ Go! | am sending you out like
lambs among wolves.” Luke 10:3

A century ago another writer profiled the
caliber of people we should ask God for.
“ The greatest want of the world is the want
of men - men who will not be bought or sold,
men who in their inmost souls are true and
honest, men who do not fear to call sin by
its right name, men whose conscience is as
true to duty as the needle to the pole, men
who will stand for right though the heavens
fall.” White, Education p. 57

Many assume there is a waiting list of
professiona pilots willing to commit their
lives, leave their jobs and homes and move
their familiesout of their social support sys-
tem to be a bush pilot in aforeign unstable
dangerous country. Not just for afiveor six-
year term, but until the job is done.

Where AWA is concerned, over the past

eight years, the number of professional pi-
lotswilling to make thiskind of commit-
ment has been 0.

Godisslowly preparing anew genera-
tion of well-trained pil ot/mechanic lambs
to be sent among the wolves. These re-
cruits are deliberately building an avia-
tion support infrastructure that will allow
cross-cultural missionaries to reach be-
yond the barriers of geography and poli-
tics. They are featured in this newsl etter:
training for what could arguably be called
themost difficult job on earth. Get to know
them. Pray for them. Support them. They
have answered
the call of the
Lord of the har-
vest. Will you?

Sincerely,
Don Sarlin
President
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