i /)
qf-ffm-ﬂf-’f.f.fﬂ_

flf.’f'f.f.f-f-f.ﬂf.f-.
W/ W VAW,

DECEMBER 1998

NEWSLETTER

Vol. 3 No. 3

Mel chizedek Ponniah

“And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will
toward men” (Luke 2:13, 14).

T hesewords of the celestial
chora music, heard dmost 2000
yearsago, continuesto reverberate

1[0/ angels continue to fly with the
Ao)=ntist World Aviation flights carrying the
s=hipent of this long-ago anthem to receptive
Jl=zlis—unreached people groups.

onearth. Angels, whoexcel in
srengthand power, madethat firs
Chrigmastlight! Thepurposeof thet
Chrigmasflight: to declarethe Good
Newsto the receptive heartsthe—
shepherds.

Today, angelscontinueto fly with
theAadventist WorldAviationflights
carryingthesentiment of thislong-
ago anthem to receptive hearts—
unresched peoplegroups. This

erry @MSZW/S Dear Friend of HWH 17

song, combined with the message of
thesoon returning Savior, must be
heard everywhere! Thatincludesthe
junglesof Guyana, idandsof
PdawanandMindorointhe
Philippines, Sudan and other places.
Asthereisnoroad sysemor any
other modeof trangportetion, aviation
istheonly meansto tekethe Gospel
totheseisolated peoplegroups. AWA
actively seekstoprovideaviation
support for such a mission.

Marcio and Jane Codia,
Brazilian nationals, have accepted
God's call to help reach the
animistic tribes in the southern
pat of Guyana, close to the
Brazilian border. Marcio, an
electrica engineer by training,
transferred to Andrews University
last September. Marcio is enrolled
in AWA classes to qualify as a
missonary pilot.  Jane, his wife, an
OB/GYN Nurse, will providethe
much needed medica care for the
Amerindians. Thelr services will
bemuch appreciated inthejunglesof
Guyanaasthey reach hundreds of
Amerindianswith the message of
Chrigt. Marcioisoneof themany
dudentsfesturedinthisissueof the
Flight Log.

Clifton Brooks responded to
God's cdl to provide air-support to
thefrontier missonariesin Plawan
andMindorointhePhilippines. Clif's
atideinthisissueprovidesadditiond

See page 2

///

Around the World
in 60 Seconds

Guyana News

A young Guyanese college dudent
from Caribbean Union College felt
driven to begin evangelizing his home
region. This young missonary plans
to retumn to Guyana right away to
prepare his “home on the hill” to serve
asaTV broadcag Sdion while
dearing the savannah grass for a
runway.

The Guyanese authorities have
granted approval for Adventist TV
tranamisson on Channd 7 that has
dready been designeted by the FMU
for use in the South.

The new Adventist school building is
completed in Partima and the main
druciure for another was put up.
David Gates reports thet he experien
cad God's direct intervertion in pro-
viding funds for the condruction work.
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SUREKHA “For AAA, Thatha (granduncle)
Melchi” said four year-old Surekha as

D ON AT E S she pointed out to her collection of

PE N N | E S pennies. Her grandmother, Sumathi,

and her mother, Vineesha, helped her
collect pennies for Christmas gifts.
Along with her mother, she lives in
Berrien Springs not too far from the
Andrews Airpark. She attends Sabbath
School a Pioneer Memoria Church.
Surekha has often heard Dr.
Melchizedek Ponniah talk about
. AWA's ministry in Guyana and
stories about the little boys and
girlsin the Guyanese jungle. She

sick people being helped by
AWA personnel. Instead
of saving her pennies for
Christmas toys, little
Surekah donated her
collection to “AAA”
(AWA).

These pennies may not be

much, but it meant a lot of

sacrifice on Surekha's part to

donate them to AWA.

Instead of saving her

THE CHRISTMAS FLIGHT
Continued from page 1
informationonthisproject.

David Gatescontinuesto pioneer avigionminitryin
thenorthwesternjunglesof Guyana. A training school for
the"DavisIndians” recently establishedin Paurima, is
dready inneed of additiond space. Sudentswalked for
many daysfrom other junglevillagestobetrained aslay
missonaries. David' smercy flightscontinueto save
many livesevery day. Themedica assstance provided
by David and hiswife, Becky, forgedfriendly
relationships. Consequently, David' seffort tobringthe
NET'98sgnd viasadlitefound areceptiveaudienceand
favorable hearing.  Aviation ministry facilitated taking
the song of the angels to this uttermost part of the
earth.

Angds 4ill fly the length and breadth of this earth
but use committed men and women to declare the
message of Jesus returning to this earth in alittle
while “God is not dependent upon men for the
advancement of His cause. He might have made
angds the ambassadors of His truth. . . But in order to
cultivate a spirit of benevolence in us, He has chosen
to employ men to do thiswork” (White, R & H., Dec.
7,1886). AWA isfully committed to fly with the
angels “carrying the everlagting good news to preach
to those on earth—to every nation, tribe, language
and people” (Rev. 14:6 TLB).

mmzfg(aihg str;?jdt(;]ys, She gave her entire collection— A messenger of the Lord gppedls to us saying, “I
e Ile(r:t' | (‘)‘nAAA” ¥ e gaveital! Thank you Surekha. | entreat you, my bretheren and Sgter, to make . . .
cofiection to “ She has done what she could.” | Christmas a blessing to yoursdlves and others
How about you and me? (White, R & H., Dec. 17, 1889). You can makethis
Chrigmas a blessing to the
3 ng
unreached people groups
with your prayersand
: financia support to AWA.
ARCRAFTFUND ~ CUYanaProled . eqonary FUND Mission pilots stand poised
LAUNCHING EXPENSES($ 107,000) LAUNCHING EXPENSES($7,000) o ‘rtrr]i(heetge C;‘”fmas ﬂ't?gt
Wi ngelsto carry
B s g
T T oo
0%  30% 50% 70%  90% 0%  30% 50% 70% 90%

MONTHLY MINISTRY SUPPORT ($9,000)

10%

10%  30% 0% 70%  90% 30%

MONTHLY SUPPORT ($8,000)

Dr. Melchizedek Ponniah
is vice president of
Adventist World
Aviation

-

50% 70%  90%
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_ NEW MISSION

A Some of the world’'s most rugged and remote terrain lies scattered about the South
£ : Pacific on small volcanic islands. The interiors of much of this land have remained
untouched by the modern world for centuries.

A7
E"l [ﬂ:;:‘-;‘f;.: Supplieswill be airdropped over the outposts
s, T ;;'FFE‘ - on aregular schedule. The aircraft will also
4 g'” *'“?!",;1 o be available for emergency service. Because
S q";? ]'1';. A of the support service that AWA will be
e ¥ ¥ { ,'ﬁ'i > M providing, Philippine Frontier Missionshopes
Vi e § || todeploy uptofifteen new missionariesto
£ _ b l new projects, even within the next year.
n 2 2y
E'I' & ‘-% .L\-._‘_,'| ]
i - . !'i._.._-\.

Hundreds of ethnic groups
are widely scattered throughout
the dense, malaria-infested
jungles. Sometimesit'shard to
imagine that these people are
really a part of the modern
society. But they are God's
children, and our Lord Jesus
Christ surely had theminHis _
mind when He promised '
that the good news of His
salvation would be preached to all
the world before the end of time.

Late last year, AWA received a
request for air support from
Adventist Frontier Missions staff

reveal to us the exact
aircraft that He wants us
to use. The project will go
forward financially by
faith. Thisis God's project,

and He will enable and
provide. Please support this
project in your prayers.

o
Funding has been granted by
Adventist Laymen’s Services and

Industries (ASl) and generous

Clifton Brooksis an aircraft
engineering technology student at

livingintheinterior of the
Philippines—theislands of Palawan
and Mindoro. There are neither
roads nor waterways.

God has led AWA to supply the
answer through the use of aircraft.
Aviation in these areasis not just a
nicety; it'sanecessity. Aviation
support will allow the missionaries
operating in the interiorsto expand
their influence by allowing them
to dedicate precioustimeto
their ministry. Initialy, themajority
of thisproject will consist of
airdrops. Theaircraft will be
stationed at amajor airport and
contact will be maintained with the
missionary outposts by radio.

donors to purchase the aircraft.
Right now we are looking for God to

Andrews University and an AWA
missionary candidate.

Flight Log is thankful to Adventist Frontier Missions for providing the beautiful
pictures taken by the AFM missionaries in the Philippines!

Reinhard Jarschke
Lauren & Cheryl Moulton
Josip & Ester Benko

Shirley Burton
Gely Cress

Helen Owings
Charlotte Randall
Lois Lowry Neil

MEMORIALS

IN MEMORY OF

Don Cantrell

Howard Gregory

Destroyed SDA Churches in
Bosnia, Hercegovinaand Croatia
My mother - Verle Cowin-Morris
Jim Starlin

Charles Valentic

Bert Randall

Sidney W. Lawrey
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HansWijma, 19years
old, was bornin Washington.
Hans says that God worked out
every item so he could enroll in
the AWA program to become a
missionary pilot. Hanslikes
soccer, basketball, and hanging
out with hisfriends. The desire
of hisheart isto work for God,
man, and have an everlasting
peace. After his graduation, he
wants to be amissionary and
allow God to work through him.

GeorgeCatanitoiu, 40
yearsold, was born in Romania.
He considershisinvolvement with
AWA as God's answer to his
prayer to change hislife. George
enjoysflying and working with
computer. His dream for himself
and hisfamily isto be among the
redeemed people in the new earth.
After graduation, George wants to
work asamissionary in any place
God calshim.

Missionaries-in-training

Daniel Roos, 29, was
bornin Arizonaand grew upin
Africa He saysthat God has given
him the desire to become amission
pilot. Daniel lovesto work with
airplanes, and after graduation he
wants to go overseas to help
missionariesasapilot.

Mar cio Costa, (pictured
with hiswife Jane), 34, wasbornin
Brazil. His decided to become a
missionary pilot because hefelt
impressed by the Holy Spirit. He
aso felt divine guidance when he
started to movein that direction.
Marcio lovesto travel, meet new
people, study different culturesand
different languages. His desire,
after graduation, isto start helping
others and share the gospel with

the people. Marcio
doesn’t have Q plansfor
himself. He entrusts
hisfutureto God's
mighty hands.

The missionary-pilot training
program is a significant aspect of
AWA's ministry. Sudents enrolled in
the program believe that God called
them to fly with the angels to carry
the good news. While pursuing an
aviation major at Andrews
University, these students attend the
AWA classes that provide the needed
training for mission pilots. They come
from all around the world, including
North America.

KyleKennedy is18
years old. Hewas born in
Kinsman, Ohio. Acceptance into
AWA program and time spent in
prayer persuaded him to become a
missionary pilot. Heenjoys
mountain biking, football, and
soccer. His prayer is for the
fulfillment of God'swill inhislife.
After graduation, heisplanning to
work inthe mission
field and to continue
to seek God's guidance
inhislife.
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LauraKopitzke, RN
and AWA student, is29 years
old. She was bornin Minnesota.
On the question, “What
persuaded you to become a
missionary pilot?’ she answers,
“It'sinmy blood! | lovetofly,
and there seems no other place
inaviation that would be as
challenging asbeing abush
pilot.” Laurawantsto live each
day to itsfullest. Shealso
desiresto develop an exciting
relationship with God and to
share with others what God has
givento her. Laurasays, “I'm
ready to go where God has
prepared me to go”.

Andy Klein, 22, washorn
in Arizona. Hefeelsthat it is God
who persuaded him to become a
missionary. He also feelsthat being
apilotisapart of hisChristian
vocation. Among hisfavoritethings
to do are writing and working with
small children. The desire of his
heart is to see God's work on this
earth finished so that Jesus can
come soon. Andy islooking
forward to further AWA training.

Hans Rookstool, 19,
wasbornin Osburn, Idaho. Hans
awaysenjoyed aviation. After he
went onamissionary tripto
Mexico last February, hefelt
- Impressed that thisiswhat he
\ should dofor therest of hislife.

. HanswantsGod to usehimfor
thesalvation of at least one
! person. After graduation, heplans

: toworkinthemissonfield.
%4 AWV N
Clifton Brooks, 25 years old,

was born in the USA. To become a
missionary pilot, hewas persuaded
“by astrong excitement due to the
impression of God.” Three favorite
activitiesarean in-line skating, flying,
and stargazing. He prays for the will
of God to be accomplishedin hislife.
After graduation, heisplanning “to
follow God'sleading to the
Philippines.”

Jonathan Kincaid, 18 yearsold, was born in Palmer, Alaska. He
plans to become a missionary pilot because he realizes the great need for
the spreading of the love of Christ and experiencing the joy of doing God’s
will. Hisdream isto be totally surrendered to God. After graduation, he
wants to enter the mission field. -

Adventist World Aviation missionaries-in-training are anxiousto share their experiencesand God's
providence in their lives with your church. AWA personnel will be happy to present the Sabbath School
@ program and participate in the divine service. For further information, please call Dr. Melchizedek Ponniah u
at (616) 473-0135 or E-mail: M Ponniah@compuserve.com
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The missionaries in many countries are looking forward to hearing
the roar of a plane with three letters on its tale: AWA.

A SABBATH WITH AWA

“This place is gorgeous!” —this was the
fedling of more than 50 men and women
gathered at a United Methodist Camp in a
wooded area to spend a Sabbath. There was,
however, something else in which they were
consonant—they all believed that the Three
Angels message can reach the remote,
untouched regions, either on the wings of the
angels or with the help of
missionary aviation.

Many of those present that
Sabbath knew from experience.

John and
Belinda Kent
shared their
missionary
experiences
from Papua
New Guinea. John described
some of his journeys in the
jungles so redigtically that
everyone could amost hear the
roar of hillions of hungry
mosquitos and imagine the
aligators twice the Size of a
small missionary boat. A
hundred miles of such ajourney
isn't easy. What about the
thousands of villages that are
hundreds miles away from the nearest phone
or store? What about those seftlements that
are located far from the river?

There was another
' missionary who could
@ 4 answer those questions
R from hisown
2 experience.

~ Kent George, AFM

=~ missionary to the
Philippines, told how it

took him several days to reach villages only a
few miles away. Hard to believe, isn't it? It's
hard to understand, especially if you look at a
man as strong and vibrant as Kent George. |
wonder, how many days it would take me to

get there? Would | get there at al?
Surrounded by modern technology, we
could hardly believe that there are il
thousands of areas on this earth with
populations of millions who have never

Oleg Zhigankov

to His cal and join Him in His work.
These young pilots-in-training,

tomorrow’s missionaries to Africa, Asia,

South America, Alaskaand

other places, are going to

provide the vital link that

will bring the light of

Chrigtianity

to the people.

“If God is going to

use his people,”

“The gospel hasn't reached the remote regionsin the last
2,000 years, and it's surely not going to happen now withéut

aviation. That is the reason for the existance

said Don Starlin,
“thereisonly one

of AWA.” way inwhich this

andWayne.

heard the sound of an airplane. It sounds
romantic but isn't. The people are dying of
the diseases that we have successfully
fought for years, maybe centuries. They
never have heard the name of Jesus Christ.
It is a humanly impossible and
discouraging Situation. There isway to
reach them—God's people should respond

Thegift of musicisamong the
many giftsof Clifton, Danidl,

work will be done—
W aviation supported
missionaries will have
to do the job. It is not
going to happen any
other way. The
gospel hasn't reached
them in the last 2,000
years, and it's surely
not going to happen
now without
| aviation.
That is the reason for
the existance of
AWA."
David Gates, a
missionary pilot, said
“God has guided His
people to a
realization that mission aviation is an
important means of the proclaiming of
the good news.”

It is evident that God is handpicking
His servants for afina call to this
planet. Might He be calling you?

)

| INTERNET

EXPLORER |

Address|

http:/www.tagnet.org/awa

v |

making some changes to the old

David Poloche invites you to visit the AWA webpage. We have been

one and working on a database which

should be accessible soon. |

ENTER |
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Please
remember to pray
for MAF and
national evange-
listslikethesein
Irian Jaya, aswe
work together
to take the good
news of Jesus
Christ to those who
arewaiting to hear.

AWALOGO

Whenthetimecame

to devdlop a logo for

asnior graphic arts
mgjor at Andrens
Universty, was asked
to dhare her talents
with AWNA

“1 considered thiswork,” saysHeidi,
“asaministry. Itisnotjust alogo for
me; it is arepresentation of the mission
of Christ. | understood that | could not
accomplish it by myself and asked the
Lordfor Hishelp. Theglobal ministry

AWA, Heidi Mendoza,

globeinitslogo, but the globeis
so overused. Most of the
international organizations useit
in their logos. AWA needed
something unique. So, | decided
to present aglobe inasymbolic
way, in the form that expresses
dynamic motion. And the three
linesthat crossit are three
angels flying around the world.
The Three Angels message tells
us that we need to preach to the
entire world the everlasting

gospel.”

Thank you, Heidi,

f AWA suggests the using of the for your contribution! \;;}
I aman freshman at Andrews
Adventist pilot University so | fly up to
livingin Detroit, Andrews often to see him.
Michigan. I’'vejust | Now | alsowant to meet
read the Lake Union Herald article. the representatives of AWA.

Outstanding!
I'd liketo join and support AWA

Please send me your
newsletters.

with my time and means. My sonisa Charles Bracken 0
“ They that wait upon the Jeff was on atwo week
Lord shall renewtheir exploratory tripin Guyanawith
strength; they shall mount | David Gateswhen he experienced
upwithwingsaseagles’ | ablood clotinhisleg. A pieceof
(Isaiah40:31). the clot broke off and went to a
On Monday, lung. Upon returning to the States

= September 21, 1998, during treatment for the clots, it

Jeff Tachenko, AWA'sfirst recruited,
processed, screened, and voted mission
pilot succumbed to a 10-month battle
withleukemia

TheTachenko family wasofficially
approved a year ago to assist the Gates
family in Guyana. Last November, Jeff
sat for and passed his written pilot
examsin Georgetown.

was discovered that he had
leukemia. Thedoctorstold himhe
wouldlivesix months. God
blessed himwith afew more. Jeff
leaves behind a beautiful wife and
two precious children.
The mighty hasfallen. Who
will riseto stand in the gap? .
Flight Log Saff !
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Mission Statement

Recognizing the urgency of the gospel
commission, Adventist World Aviation
(AWA) provides aviation, transportation,
communications, and logistical support to
front-line missions.

Adventist World Aviation

is a missionary-sending agency. As a
supporting ministry, AWA operates
primarily in cooperation with the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Funded by
private contributions, AWA enables
missionaries to reach the unreached
around the world.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Don Starlin

Asl write, themiracle of
satdlitetechnology conveys
the good news about a
loving“forever friend” to
millionsaround the planet
through Net’ 98.

My thoughts go out to
thosedear children of God
inremotelocationsof this

planet whowill never see
asatellite broadcast or
hear aradio program.

By themillionsthey wait
indarkness, subject to
the constant mani pulation
of evil spirits.

TheWord of Godis
sure. “Andthe Good
Newsabout the
kingdomwill be
preached throughout the
wholeworld, sothat al
nationswill hear it, and
then, findly, theend will
come.” (Matt. 24:14,
TheLiving Bible) The
gospel will be preached
becausetheendis
coming!

Some people
groupsare soremote
thereare only two ways
they will ever hear the
liberating good news.
Either aviation-enabled
missonarieswill carry
it, or God will haveno
other optionthanto
send angelstodothe
job.

We know God
preferstowork with
andthrough hischildren
that they may cometoa
greater understanding
of Hispassionfor those
yet livingunder
demonicinfluence. This
hasenormous
implicationsfor misson
aviation. AWA steff

believes God Himsdlf has
raised up thisorganizationto
accomplishthat which
satdliteandradio
technology cannot.

For two yearswe' ve
prayed God would send us
thosewhom He has selected
toaccomplishthismission.
Inthe past six monthswe' ve
seenthose prayers
answered. Inthisissueyou
will meet thosewhom
Divinity haschosen. God
isn'tfinished, however. It
hasbegun astrickle. It will
endinaflood.

Whét roleisGod calling
youtofill inthislast magjor
offengveof thekingdom?
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