
“But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. 
They will soar.”   

—Isaiah 40:31

In July, we headed to the Experimental Aircraft 
Association or EAA in Oshkosh, Wisconsin to promote 
AWA. The grounds are massive, and attendance each 
year is approximately 650,000 people. There are planes 
and aviation companies represented everywhere, like 
the Calgary Stampede and Abbotsford Airshow on 
steroids!

Every year, the AWA staff and available missionaries, 
home on furlough, head to EAA to promote AWA. It 
is our opportunity for outreach and to look for new 
applicants. Each of our staff members are dedicated 

to continually raising funds to support our mission 
projects. The days start early and are extremely long. 
We set up two booths, one in a large hangar on the 
grounds and the other in the International Association 
of Missionary Aviation (IAMA) tent. This gives us 
double the opportunity to chat all day with attendees 
who stop by our booths, sharing about each project and 
encouraging applications.

In the IAMA tent section, we share space with 
approximately 14 like-minded Christian aviation and 
non-profit mission groups, all working side by side to 
promote their projects.

The other vital part of EAA is the Mission Aviation 
Support Association (MASA) tent.
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Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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MASA organizes transportation, housing with a host 
family, and three delicious meals a day for the week for 
those involved with non-profit aviation missions and 
attending EAA.

From the minute we arrived in Green Bay by 
commercial air, Lainy Schouten, a MASA volunteer, 
was there to pick us up at the airport.

She drove us 45 minutes to the EAA grounds, where 
we were fed lunch and greeted by organizers. We met 
and received a car donated by a volunteer with the 
promise to drop it off clean and tidy to Les Ison at the 
end of the week. A host home was arranged for us in 
Ripon, only 25 minutes away from the grounds.

As a non-profit, our budget is limited, and we are 
very thankful for MASA’s dedicated volunteer support 
during this week of mission aviation promotions.

 We met and chatted with many attendees who desired 
to become missionaries.

One cute little girl asked us why we hand out life 
savers, and Ray told her it’s to remind you that we “save 
lives”.

That’s exactly what we do, and if you would like to 
help with this valuable call of saving lives, we have great 
opportunities in the organization. 

There are exciting days ahead, which we will share 
with you in our next update.

As we continue to trust in the Lord, soaring on his 
strength.

Please continue participating with us.
We thank you in advance for all your prayers and 

support. 
May God bless each of you!

Ray and Julie Young
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